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REPORT ON GOVERNMENT PRISONS, 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY EDWARD GRANVILLE, EARL OF 
ST. GERMANS, 



Lord Lieutenant-General and General Governor of Ireland. 



Government Prisons’ Office, Dublin Castle, 

August 28, 1853. 

My Lord, 

I have tlie honour to forward, for your Excellency’s Ee P OTt ' 
consideration, my Report on the Government Prisons in 
Ireland for the year 1852. 



Accommodation. Accommoda. 

turn. 

The accommodation for prisoners during the year has 
been estimated at 4,556. As in the preceding year, this 
Return does not represent the “suitable accommodation,” 
but merely tho extent to which, under a pressure, pro- 
vision for the reception of prisoners exists. Under 
present circumstances, and the prospect of suspension, if 
not entire abolition, of transportation, such a system 
of prison accommodation cannot much longer exist ; and 
immediate measures for providing increased and suitable 
accommodation are urgently called for. 



Number of Convicts. 



Number of 
Convicts. 



The number of convicts sentenced to transportation 



amounted to 1,427, viz. : — 

Life. 14 Years. 7 Years. Other periods. Total. 
32 78 864 453 1,427 
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Disposal of 
Convicts. 



Estimated 

Expenditure. 



Employment < 
the Convicts. 



Disposal of Convicts. 



During the past year 1,290 convicts have been trans- 
ported to the colonies, viz. : — 



Transports, j 


Embarked. 


i Date of . 
Sailing. 


Whence. 


To. 


Males. 


Females 


Lord Dalliousie, 
Martin Luther, 
Lord Auckland, 
Midlothian, 
Rodney, . 

Total, . 1 


321 
2 IS 
342 


212 

170 

“ 


1852. 

April 30, 
June 0, 
Sept. 29, 
Nov. 17, 
Nov. 24, 1 


Queenstown, 
Kingstown, 
Queenstown, 
Kingstown, ! 
Queenstown, 


Van D. Land, 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


914 


3£2 ' 



Estimated Expenditure. 

The estimated cost of the convict prisons for the last 
year, amounted to £43,072 12s. 5 d., being- at the rate of 
£10 1,?. 8§d. per head, viz. : — 





£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


Mount joy, 


7,122 


0 


0 


13 


8 


9 


Smithfield, 


3,601 


19 


9 


11 


5 


1 


Newgate, 


2,752 


0 


0 


9 


10 


7 


Grangegorwan, 


2,300 


0 


0 


7 


13 


4 


Spike Island, . 


. 21,528 


3 


4 


9 


0 


11 


Fort Camden, . 


1,466 


0 


0 


11 


2 


1 


Fort Carlisle, . 


2,052 


9 


4 


11 


3 


1 


Ennis, ' . 


2,250 


0 


0 


7 


10 


0 




43,072 


12 


5 


10 


1 


8f 



Employment of the Convicts. 

This may be divided into two branches, Manufactures 
and Public Works. 1. As regards the first. The im- 
provement referred to in my Report of last year still 
continues. Large supplies of boots and shoes, clothing, 
mats, &c., have been exported. The convicts in comity 
gaols have been supplied on removal with clothing; and 
a large stock of articles necessary for prison consump- 
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tion, have been accumulated, and the whole manufacturing 
question has assumed an importance which recommends 
it to your Excellency’s favourable notice. 

The consolidation of the trades’ department of the 
prisons, and the separation of the stores from Mountjoy 
Prison, having been sanctioned, it is of much importance 
that no time be lost in the erection of a building for 
stores in some central position, or effecting the purchase 
of suitable premises. The Corporation of the City of 
Dublin having proposed to sell to the Government the 
old Sheriffs Prison, I would beg to recommend this 
matter for favourable notice. 

2. The employment of convicts on public works has 
been still further extended by the opening of Philipstown 
Prison — the alterations and repairs of which will be 
altogether completed by convict labour. As regards the 
public works in Spike Island, and the difficulties expe- 
rienced in carrying out there an effective system of 
convict labour, I would beg to refer your Excellency to 
my Report on that prison. Circumstances having pre- 
vented the passing of the Convict Bill introduced by 
Lord Naas, I would beg respectfully to urge on the Irish 
Government the importance of taking this question into 
their early consideration. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

Your Excellency’s very humble servant, 

H. Hitchins, 

Inspector of Government Prisons. 



B 
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SPIKE ISLAND GOVERNMENT PRISON. 



Spike Island 
Government 
Prison. 



Buildings. 

The damages resulting from the late fire have been repaired, 
at a cost of £700. A church has been completed and opened 
for divine service ; two casemates, used as stores, have been 
appropriated for convict purposes; and the flooring, fittings, &c., 
have been executed by convicts at an expense of about £100, thus 
increasing the accommodation to the extent of 200 convicts ; sheds 
have been also -provided for working parties of the tailors, shoe- 
makers, and the weavers ; they are, however, inconveniently 
small and low, and suited only as temporary erections. 

The system of sewerage requires some alteration, and is at 
present under the consideration of Colonel Oldfield, Command- 
ing Royal Engineer. 

Tho erection of workshops and working sheds are also very 
desirable, as securing the continuance of labour at all seasons of 
the year. The variations in the temperature of the corrugated 
iron house, recently erected, have been very great, an inconve- 
nience which is sensibly felt by the prisoners, but may be effec- 
tually remedied by an interior lining of wood or felt. 

Employment of Convicts. 

The convicts are employed iu repairing the fortifications of 
the island, and the maintenance of the prison buildings, under 
the direction of the Engineer Department. Increased efficiency 
has resulted from the measures taken some time since for the 
entire appropriation of convict labour to the Engineer Depart- 
ment. The number of prisoners, however, set apart for 
public and prison works rarely exceed 800, or about forty 
per cent, of the entire number ; the rest, and residue, with the 
exception of some few employed in cleaning the prison, being 
either infirm and impotent, detained in hospital, or confined in 
the convalescent wards. The value of the labour appropriated 
to public works cannot be estimated at a high rate ; of these 800 
persons placed at the disposal of the engineers, very fen are 
mechanics, or can use any tool but a spade. 



Report. 

Buildings. 



Employment of 
Convicts. 
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Spike Island 
Government 
Prison. 

Report. 
Conduct of 
Officers. 



Expenditure. 



Health and 
Condition of 
the Prisoners. 



Religious and 
Moral Training. 



Conduct of Officers. 

I regret to be obliged to report, tlmt the conduct of some of 
tlie subordinate officers bas been irregular and unsatisfactory. 
The officers in Spike Island are subject to many inconveniences 
which do not apply to the staff of any other Government Prison 
in this country; and, being compelled to reside on the main land, 
at a heavy expense, on account of rent and boat hire, I would 
submit their claim to a special allowance on account of these 
items of expenditure. 

Expenditure. 

The total expenditure for tlie past year has amounted to 
£23,194 7s. 3d., being at the rate of £10 5s. 2d. per head. 

Health and Condition of the Prisoners. 

In looking at the medical results of this prison, it must be 
borne in mind, that Spike Island has been, virtually, for years, 
a receptacle for hospital patients of other prisons. Apart from 
this, the results of detention in this prison will bear comparison 
with any other convict prison, the medical statistics which pre- 
sent so sad an array of disease and death being inapplicable to 
the fixed prison population of the island, and being almost wholly 
composed of cases transmitted to the island from other hospitals. 
The experience of the medical officers, however, appears to show 
that the climate of this island is not suited to invalids ; and the 
question of providing hospital accommodation in some other local- 
ity appears of paramount importance. 

Religious and Moral Training. 

The reports of the chaplains annexed afford full information 
on this subject. Tlie school continues to he conducted in a satis- 
factory manner. With the view of exciting emulation on the part 
of the juvenile prisoners, their transfer to trades is made to 
depend on their progress in school. The impossibility of prevent- 
ing communication between the adult and juvenile classes of 
convicts cannot fail seriously to affect tlie results of the care and 
attention paid to them in their training. No satisfactory results 
can he expected until tlie establishment of a separate prison for 
juvenile convicts, and the same system as that of Parkliurst he 
adopted. This measure would not he attended with much, if 
any, additional expenses ; if, however, it bo deemed inexpedient to 
form a new establishment for juveniles in this country, 1 would 
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recommend tlwt they he transferred to Parklmrst, and dealt Spike Island 
with, in all respects, as juveniles of that class are dealt with in Gt p™ S ox EKT 
England. But this measure could not, of course, be carried out R - — 
without some legislative enactment ; assuming sixteen years to Reiigimu and 
he the limit, the number of juveniles thus to he disposed of would Moral Training, 
not exceed 120; and the cost of enlarging Parklmrst to that 
extent would probably fall very far below the expense of creating 
a new juvenile establishment in Ireland. This question, however, 
is one which can only he determined on, after reference to the 
prison authorities in England. 

General Observations. General oi> OT - 

rations . 

I have on several previous occasions drawn the attention of 
the Irish Government to this depot, as being in a special degree 
affected from the absence of any legal powers for restraint or 
coercion. The average daily number of prisoners confined here 
exceeds 2,000 ; and the imperfect character of the discipline 
maintained, which I have so frequently to advert to, is only the 
natural result of the defective state of the law' as regards Irish 
convicts ; for the best and most efficient officers, without legal 
power of punishment or restraint, and placed in charge of so large 
a body of convicts, of the very worst character, can but imper- 
fectly give effect to the best intentions, and ought not under such 
circumstances to be held responsible, except for the general 
order and cleanliness of the prison. Although these matters 
have on several occasions been brought by me under the notice 
of the Irish Government, I have deemed it right again to notice 
them, lest the prison authorities should be held responsible for. 
a state of things confessedly at variance with the characteristics 
of English prisons, and as injurious to the prisoners themselves 
as dangerous to the prison officers. 

The ineffectiveness of the convict labour on this island 
has been on former occasions fully explained. Under recent 
arrangements, I have reason to believe that a great improve- 
ment has taken place in this respect, in which opinion I am con- 
firmed by the reports, from time to time, of the engineer officers. 

No comparison can, however, be instituted between the public, 
labour here and that in Portland, from which Spike Island differs 
altogether in the object of its establishment, its general main- 
tenance, class of prisoners, &c., so that its results and details 
must also necessarily be dissimilar. Thus, Portland Prison was 
specially formed and appropriated to supply labour for the com- 
pletion of a public work of acknowledged utility, and for which 
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a large annual sum is voted, by Parliament ; Spike Island, on 
tlie contrary, was appropriated to tlie general purposes of the 
convict service in Ireland. Its works, such as they are, created 
specially for the convicts — not the convict depot (as in Port- 
land) for the works — for which no Parliamentary grant has been 
voted for them, while the Master-General of the Ordnance has 
declined to sanction any payment, even for the tools, which are 
debited to prison funds ; for it was an express stipulation with tlie 
Irish Government, that such works being wholly for the occu- 
pation of convict labour, all expense should be defrayed by 
it. (See correspondence with Home Department and Master- 
General, passim.) 

Again, the object in Portland is the economical completion of 
a public work ; in Spike Island, on the contrary, the only osten- 
sible purpose is “the employment of convicts;” hence all the 
details of their management (except such as arc common to all 
prisons) are as diverse as the principle on which they are estab- 
lished, and the object of their establishment. Carrying on these 
facts, it will be seen that the character of the labour does not 
differ more than the class of prisoners employed. 

In Portland the employment of the prison is made to represent 
the second or probationary stage of convict discipline. Its num- 
bers, principally recruited from separate-confinement-mon (or the 
first stage), and its employment terminating directly in deporta- 
tion to the colony, with “ tickets of leave ; ” so that to the stimu- 
lus of wages (also sanctioned) are added the highest inducements 
for the maintenance of its discipline and the diligence of its 
labour. 

In Spike Island, on the contrary, no qualification is necessary, 
nor any classification possible but the ordinary one of “gangs;” 
while the only convict prison in Ireland on the separate system 
being limited to 500, and the accommodation at Spike Island 
amounting to 2,300, the numbers removed from Mountjoy, 
under probation, form an inconsiderable fraction as compared with 
the number detained on the island ; so that liitherto its labour (ex- 
cept to a limited extent) has been without the stimulus existing 
at Portland, and maintained by the general class of convicts, 
without reference to the special circumstances of present pay- 
ment or future commutation. 

Assuming, however, the course adopted in Spike Island to be, 
in all respects, identical with that pursued in Portland, still the 
industrial results would be different; for tlie labour of a prison, 
both in its quality and quantity, must always, in a great degree, 
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depend on the character of the free labour of the country in Spike Island 
which it is situated ; and convict labour in Spike Island hardly Go pS,* ENT 
differs more from the convict labour in Portland, than the free R - — 
labour of Ireland differs from hired labour in England, from a-mml Obser- 
tlio almost entire absence of “ mechanical skill” or “ industrial Tatlons - 
habits ” among the lower classes. Of the Irish convicts, more than 
ninety per cent, are merely labourers, wholly destitute of any 
instruction in trade and handicraft, and quite incapable of aught 
save agricultural labour of the simplest kind ; while in England, 
on the contrary, at least seventy, or perhaps seventy-five per cent, 
are either mechanics or tradesmen of one kind or other ; and the 
comparative amount, as well as the quality of labour performed 
by any given number of skilled and uninstructed men, must be 
widely different. 

Again, the physical debasement of the lower class of this 
country has not ceased with the famine, but continued, especially 
as regards the convict class, complicating, in Ireland, the whole 
system of prison discipline, and setting at defiance the best 
regulations for an effective development of public or prison 
works. 

But, while the general character of the labour at Spike Island 
is deteriorated by the circumstances above adverted to, its 
amount is principally affected by the appropriation of the Island 
to the “ general ” purposes of the Convict Sendee, instead of the 
special service of the works, as at Portland. 

Nominally, 2,300 prisoners are detained here; but out of this 
largo number, the average at the disposal of the Koyal Engineer 
Department rarely exceed 900: of the residue, a part consists of 
invalid convicts, old and impotent men, or chronic patients, while 
the hospital and convalescentwards are crowded with the removals 
from other depots, in which the hospital accommodation is defi- 
cient. The number of these useless persons seldom falls below 
700 to 800 ; so that wdien allowance is made for the large num- 
ber of persons necessarily occupied in the purposes of the prison, 
drawing water from the sea for the prison and garrison, cleaning, 
washing, baking, mending clothes and shoes, &e., it will be seen 
that the number at the service of the works must be very limited. 

The numbers may be thus disposed : — 

At public works, 4 5 per cent. 

At trade and repairs, &c., .... 5 „ 

Hospital, invalid, and infirm 30 „ 

Employed in supply of prison water, washing, 

baking, cleaning, and garden, , , .20 „ 
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His Excellency will see from the foregoing, that while those 
occupied at the works are a majority, yet it is quite possible 
to increase it still more by changing the character of the depot, 
and exclusively appropriating it to public works. 

This cannot, however, be done so long as Spike Island is 
incumbered with so large a body of impotent and sick. I have, 
on several occasions, in my reports, drawn the attention of the 
Irish Government to the importance of making the detention at 
Spike Island more penal in its character, and the labour more 
severe and deterrent. This I propose to effect by limiting the 
number detained there to 1,200 or 1,800 healthy convicts, and 
transferring to some other prison all the invalids, Ac. 

On referring to the correspondence had with the Ordnance 
Office, in Dublin, it will he seen that every possible exertion has 
been made, to give a full and complete efficiency to the Royal 
Engineer Department. 

The grounds which have prevented a satisfactory develop- 
ment of the labour at Spike Island may be thus classified: — 

I. The appropriation of Spike Island to the general purposes 
of the convict establishment, instead of special service (public 
works,) and the number of sick and impotent convicts detained 
there. 

II. The entire absence of any stimulant to industry, either in 
reward or effective punishment. 

in. The physical debasement of the lower orders in this 
country. 

IY. The almost entire absence of mechanical skill and industry. 

And until some change, in these respects, is effected, no im- 
portant alterations in the character of the labour of this prison 
can be reasonably expected. 

I have so frequently drawn the attention of Her Majesty’s 
Government to the absolute necessity of giving to the prison 
authorities some legal control over the prisoners”for the enforce- 
ment of discipline and the punishment of offenders, that it is 
hardly necessary for me to advert again to it; but I have no hesi- 
tation in expressing my belief, that in this defect, and in the 
absence of any remuneration, lies the whole secret of the ineffec- 
tiveness of the labour. In this view I believe Colonel Jebb fully 
coincides; and this fact is so patent as not to call for further obser- 
vation at my hands. 
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FORTS CAMDEN AND CARLISLE. camdesasd 

Carlisle 

Forts. 

Report. 

Those temporary depots, situated at tlio entrance of Cork Har- 
bour, having been established solely with the view to the profit- 
able employment of convicts on public works, are still maintained 
on .account of the importance of the works, and the necessity 
which exists for placing the fortifications and defences of the 
harbour in a state of repair. 

In my report for the year 1851, I felt it my duty to draw the 
notice of the Irish Government to the character and condition of 
these establishments, the limited room available for such pur- 
poses, their unsuitable accommodation for prisoners, and the 
distance from Spike Island, which rendered the detention there 
costly, while the absence of a resident governor and deputy- 
governor, (vesting the direction in two first-class turnkeys only,) 
led to serious .inconvenience, and affected unfavourably the 
whole course of prison arrangements. 

To remedy this, Captain Atkins, the local inspector of Spike 
Island, was requested to undertake the responsibility and manage- 
ment of these isolated stations ; and, I am happy to have it in my 
power to state, that the results which were expected from his 
superintendence have been more than realized. 

Not only have very important changes been effected in the 
discipline, but the character of the prisons has been materially 
improved. The effectiveness of the labour, as compared with 
Spike, is very marked, and the amount of the work performed 
by the convicts has been such as to afford much satisfaction to 
the engineer officers. 

It is difficult to appreciate this change without being aware of 
the obstacles which Captain Atkins has had to encounter; and I 
would submit to His Excellency my humble opinion, that every 
possible thing has been done by him for the maintainance of these 
convict depots which is practicable under such unfavourable cir- 
cumstances of position, distance from Spike Island, &c. 

Accommodation. Accomrcoda- 

Fort Carlisle consists of two large rooms only, in which 84 
prisoners are detained. The repairs of a portion of the barrack 
called “the French prison," has been commenced, which will (if 
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successfully completed) enable the prison authorities to increase 
the number of convicts to 130. From the difficulties which have 
presented themselves, it does not appear to me that those build- 
ings can become suited for any purpose but store-rooms, as suffi- 
cient ventilation cannot be obtained without compromising the 
security of the military defences. 

Under any circumstances, two out of the three rooms com- 
prised in this addition, will be of use for general purposes, while 
in wet weather the prisoners can be occupied for a few hours a 
day there in in-door employments. 

Fort Camden consists of five rooms, in which accommodation 
is provided for 132 convicts. I am not aware of any means of 
providing additional prison buildings here. Both these forts are 
without any proper hospital, the invalid prisoners being trans- 
ferred to Spike. It is very desirable, however, that some arrange- 
ment should be made for providing three or four hospital beds 
for such cases of pressing emergency as might occur. 

Conduct of the Prisoners. 

The conduct of the prisoners has been good. Notwithstanding 
the great facilities which exist for escape in both these forts, one 
attempt only has been made, which was successful. 

Conclusion. 

In looking at the results of the convict labour at these forts, 
its amount and value, it would appear desirable that some mea- 
sure should be adopted for placing the present accommodation on 
a more satisfactory footing ; and I would recommend the erection 
of bomb-proof casemates, which would add to, rather than inter- 
fere with, the defences of the forts. As the expense of these 
buildings would be very considerable, and the tenure by tlie 
prison authorities temporary, some arrangement might perhaps 
be made with the Ordnance Office, by which the expense might 
he home by that department. 

H. IilTCHINS, 

Inspector of Government Prisons. 

Government Prisons’ Office, Dublin Castle, 

July, 1853. 
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GOVERNOR’S REPORT. 



Spike Island 
Government 
Prison. 



Spike Island Government Prison, 
March 1, IS 53. 

Sin, — I have the honour to present my Report on the affairs, statis- 
tical and financial, of this establishment for the past year, 1852. 

A good deal of embarrassment has prevailed throughout the year 
from various causes, such as a much greater amount of sickness and 
mortality (sickness not traceable to any peculiarity of the prison or its 
locality, hut to the circumstances under which so many have been sent 
here from other prisons) ; the want of the building accommodation, 
destroyed by the fire of December, 1851, till restored ; the want, even 
to the present, of a dessicator and a proper bakery ; the successful 
escape of a prisoner from Port Carlisle ; and the various changes and 
casualties which have occurred in the staff of officers. I x*egret the 
trouble which has arisen on this last subject. Some instances of mis- 
conduct and neglect had to be visited with heavy punishment — some 
men have broken down in health and become useless, and the general 
business has, consequently, been deranged and obstructed. 

There is an important consideration connected with the character of 
the staff to which I beg your attention. The moral qualities of the 
convicts committed are much inferior to what they were originally : 
those committed six, five, or four years ago were chiefly a poor, 
broken-down class, the victims of the calamitous circumstances which 
had a short time before prevailed through the country ; those since 
committed have less excuse — they are the real pests of society, habitu- 
ated to vice and crime, unaccustomed and averse to labour, have more 
cunning and daring, and are more vicious and unmanageable. A 
superior class of turnkeys becomes yearly more necessary, as well as 
increased means of punishment ; ten solitary cells are not sufficient for 
this large prison. 

The Royal Engineer department having entire control of all the 
prison labour (except the manufacturing portion), are, of course, most 
anxious respecting the quantity of work performed, and I have afforded 
them all the assistance in my power. 'They have taken a great num- 
ber of the younger prisoners, and are teaching them several most useful 
trades ; and, though there is much to contend against with such a class 
of youth, I at least think their aptitude and progress highly gratifying; 
and there is no doubt that the saving to the public service by such an 
amount of trades’ work and labour, within and without this fortress, 
and at the two other forts, must be very considerable. 

As regards the pecuniary affairs of the prison, I believe the scale of 
expense will hear a comparison with any other. The heaviest item, 
provisions, I think cannot he brought lower ; and I fear that greatly 
increased expense under this head must be looked for in 1853. 

I enclose the Medical Officer’s Report on his department, and take 
leave to state, that I feel greatly indebted to Dr. Gorr for his assiduous 
and anxious co-operation on all occasions. 

The absence of the Schoolmaster, from ill-health, deprives me of his 
usual Report ; hut I enclose one from his Assistant. His duties have 
of late been chiefly limited to the juvenile class ; those at work, how- 
ever, have not been neglected, advantage being taken of intervals from 
work to attend to their school instruction. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient, humble servant, 

Richard Gbace, Governor, 

H, M. Hitchins, Esq., &c, 
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STATISTICS. 

1st January, 1852, Number of Convicts in custody, . 
Received during the year, .... 



Total, 


. 


Removed to Mountjoy Government Prison, 


312 


,, to Philipstown Government Prison, 


15 


April, Transported, per ship “Lord Dal- 
housie," .... 


327 

255 


September, Transported, per ship “ Lord 
Auckland,” .... 


248 


November, Transported, pership “Rodney,” 
Total Transported, 


342 


845 


Removed to County Gaols, commuted sen- 
tences, .... 

Discharged by order of the Lord Lieutenant, 


2 


5 


Discharged, expired sentences, . 


3 


Escaped from Fort Carlisle, 


l 


Died, ..... 


190 




201 


December 31, remain in custody : — 

Spike Island, . . .1 


882 


Fort Camden, 


132 


Fort Carlisle, 


71 


Remaining in custody, . . . — 


2,085 


Located as follows : — 
A Prison, 22 Classes, 


. 613 


B ,, 6 ,, 


. 167 


C ,, 8 ,, . . 


. 339 


D „ Iron, 6 ,, 


90 


5 „ 2 „ . 


99 


G „ 16 „ . 

Hospital F, 13 rooms, 


. 298 


. 273 


Solitary Cells, 10, 


3 


Spike Island, .... 


. 1,882 


Fort Camden, .... 


. 132 


Fort Carlisle, .... 


71 


Highest Number confined in 1852 , . 


— 


Lowest Number, 





Daily average number, 5 ?°lJ n hospital, 2,024 
m * I In Hospital, . 235* 

Total Daily average, . . 

Ages op Prisoners in Custody : 



Under 16 years, , 






. 139 


To 25 years, 






. 1,136 


» 35 „ 






. 386 


» 45 ,, 






. 223 


11 i>0 ,, . 

Over 55, 






. 135 

. 66 




Sentences : 






7 Tear?, 
70 „ 

12 „ 






. 1,112 






. 828 








. 1 

. 28 


is »» 

25 „ 






. 103 

1 


Life, 


Total, 




• 1 — 



2,257 

1,201 

3,458 



3,458 



2,085 

2,461 

1,939 



2,259J 



2,085 



2,085 
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Time elapsed since Conviction : 



6 to 7 years, . . . . . . .11 

5 to 6 ,, . . . . . 2 f 

4 to 5 , , . . . . .123 

3 to 4 ,, . . . . . 

2 t° 3 >» • . . . .634 

] to 2 „ . . . . , 6 f, 5 

Under 1 year, . . . . .175 



Number which I believe would be rejected for Trans- 
portation, being under and over the proper age, 
being of sickly and diseased habits, and various 
bodily and mental infirmities, 

Number received from Mountjoy Government Prison 
who are kept separate from the other prisoners, 



2,085 



327 



Prison Punishments : 
Solitary Cell, bread and water, 

Average duration of same, hours, 

Put in Irons, .... 



Offences Punished : 
Injury to clothing and proper t\ r , 
liefusing to work, inciting others, 
Quarrelling and Striking, 

Insolence to Prison Officers, 

Assaults oh same, 

Theft, 

General disobedience, 

A ttem i>ting to escape, . 

Attempting to set fire to Hospital, 
Attempting Suicide, 

Other Offences, .... 
Disorderly conduct in School, Chapel, . 

Many stoppages of Diet for lighter offences. 



. 547 

68 

20 



68 

78 
102 
110 

26 

79 
26 

1 

3 

1 

25 

28 



547 
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Employment of Convicts : 



Tailors, 304 days, . 




Daily Average. 
40 


Shoemakers, „ 




. 38 


Carpenters and Sawyers, ,, 




16 


Coopers, ,, 




1 


Stone Cutters and Masons, ,, 




47 


Blacksmiths, ,, 




. 12 


Tinsmiths, ,, 




3 


Nailors, ,, 




6 


Weavers and Winders, ,, 




. 12 


Painting and Glazing, „ • - 




. 4 


Knitters, ,, 




30 


Slaters and Plasterers, ,, 




. 5 


Pope Work, ,, 




. 2 


Upholstering Beds, , , 




12 


Picking Oakum and Coir, ,, 




. 148 


Laundry, ,, 




32 


Cooking Kitchen, 366 days, 




22 


Baking, 304 days, 




16 


PumpingandcarryingWater, ,, 




] 


Gardening and Tillage, ,, 




\ 1,245 


Lime Burning, Stone Breaking, &e., 




Labours on Royal Engineers’ and Prison Works, 


j 


Sweeping aiul Cleaning, and Messing, . 




. 160 


Attending School, Boys, 




. 8S 


In Hospital, .... 




. 235 


Unfit for Labour, 




. 85 


Total Daily average, 




. 2,259 
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Cost of all Articles of Pkovisions, Hospital Sustenance, and 
Medicine during tlie Tear 1852 : 



Spike Island 
Government 
Prison. 



Flour, 1,680 Sacks, at 26s. 2c?., . 
Wkeatmeal, 1,560 Sacks, at 21s. 2e?. : 
Oatmeal, 1,560 cwts., at 10s. 8c?., 
Rice, 1,400 cwts., at 10s. 6c?., 

Eeef, 89,451 lbs. without bone, at 2 %d. 

' 57,2974 Gallons, at 44c?. 
Mfflk Jl)4,217| „ at4i., 



r’ 57, 2974 0 

k i 114 ’ 217 f 

K ’ } 11,7004 
L 7,173| 



£1,014 12 11 
2,141 11 7 
at 5c?., F. Camden, 243 15 3 
at 5fc?.,F. Carlisle, 171 17 5 



Bread | i9 > 094 7Q uarterns ’ at4 3^F.Camden, 358 0 



at 445., F. Carlisle, 219 16 3 



Salt, 240 cwts., at Is. Gd., .... 
Barm, 15,120 Gallons, at I^c?., . 

Lard, 36cwt. Iqr. 21bs., at 45s., 

Sugar, 41 cwts., at 34s., . 

Cocoa, 94 cwts., at 42s., ..... 
Vegetables, Produce of Prison Garden, 473 Stone, at Is., 
Potatoes, do. 263 weights of 21 lbs., at 6c?., 



£ s. d. 
2,198 0 0 
1,651 0 0 
832 0 0 
735 0 0 
1,024 19 l 



3,571 17 2 



577 16 6 
18 0 0 
78 15 0 
81 12 2 
69 14 0 
20 10 8 
23 13 0 
G 11 6 



Governor's 
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Hospital. 



Medicines, . 

Tea, 629 lbs., 

Wine, 8 dozen, at 26s., 
Whiskey, 100 Gallons, at 7s., 
Arrow Boot, 280 lbs., at Is., 
Tobacco, . 

Mutton Chops, OraDges, &c., 



Add Stock on 1st January, 1852, 



Deduct Stock, 31st December, . 
Bread sold to Prison Officers, 



Nett Cost, 



. £107 


15 


5 








109 


10 


0 








. 10 


8 


0 








35 


0 


0 








14 


0 


0 








10 


13 


6 








1 


0 


2 










— 


— 


288 


7 


1 








11,177 


10 


2 


• 






no 


11 


8 








11,288 


7 


10 


. £172 


17 


7 








220 


7 


6 








— 


— 


— 


393 


5 


1 


. . 




. 


10,895 


0 


9 



Divided as follows: — 

Diet of Prisoners not in Hospital, daily 
average, 2,024, at £4 12s. Ad. for 366 
days, .... £9,347 5 1 

Hospital Sustenance, Medicine, &c., 
daily average, 235 Prisoners, for 366 
days, at £4 17s. 8c?., . _ . 1,148 2 4 

Officers’ Rations of Bread and Milk, 
daily average, 92, at £4 6s. 10c?., k . 399 15 4 

10,895 2 9 



Staff of Officers and Salaries. 

Local Inspector, . . . • - 1 

Governor, ..... 1 

Protestant Chaplain, Spike Island, . . 1 

,, Fort Carlisle, . . 1 

Roman Catholic Chaplains, Spike Island, . 2 

,, Fort Camden, . 1 



£300 0 0 
300 0 0 
62 0 0 
40 0 0 
300 0 0 
80 0 0 
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£ 


s. 


d. 


Medical Officer, Spike Island and Fort Camden, 


1 


2 -0 


0 


0 


,, Fort Carlisle, . 




1 


23 


0 


0 


Deputy- Governor, 




l 


1 50 


0 


0 


Registrar, . . 




1 


100 


0 


0 


Clerk, . . . 




l 


60 


0 


0 


School Masters, at £50 and £35, 




2 


85 


0 


0 


Store Keepers, at £60 and £40, . 




0 


100 


0 


0 


Hospital Attendant, 




1 


50 


0 


0 


Gate Porter, 




1 


52 


0 


0 


Turnkeys, 1 st- Class, 




15 


780 


0 


0 


,, 1st ,, Forts, 




2 


no 


0 


0 


,, 2nd ,, 




21 


840 


0 


0 


,, 2nd ,, Forts, . 




13 


520 


0 


0 


,, 3rd ,, 




43 


1,591 


0 


0 


Night Watchmen, 




17 


425 


0 


0 


Trades’ Instructors, 




G 


235 


0 


0 


Bakers, at £48 and £32, . 




2 


80 


0 


{) 


Cook, .... 




1 


30 


0 


0 


Boatmen, .... 




4 


88 


0 


0 


Hospital Night Attendant, 




1 


27 


0 


0 


Total, . 


. 


143 


6,630 


0 


0 


Salaries; Spike Island, . 


. £5,855 


O 0 






— 


F arts Camden and Carlisle, 


775 


0 0 








Rations, . . . 


426 


0 0 








Uniform Clothing, 


. 595 


0 0 









Total Cost of Staff, . 7,451 0 fj 



Expenditure during 1852, as accounted for to the Audit 
Commissioners. 



Jan. 1,1852. Dr. £ 
To Stock from last Year, 361 
, Provisions, . . 1 1,273 



Salaries, 

,, Implements and Ma- 
terials, . 

,, Prisoners’ Clothin, 
ready made, 

,, Hospital, 

,, Fuel and Light, 

,, Repairs and Alter- 
ations, . 

,, Printing, Stationery, 
and Advertising, . 
-, Furniture, . 

Soap, 

S t Clothing and Money 
to Prisoners Dis- 
charged, . 

„ Contingent Expenses 
to Officers, 

,, Contingencies, 

,, Restoration of Burned 
Buildings, 

,, Iron Prison, D, 

,, Tools and Materials 
for R. Engineers’ 
works, 

,, Clock, 



6,687 



s. d. 
IS 8 
4 3 
8 5 



1,778 13 10 



1,231 

337 

203 



17 1 
15 6 

18 3 



GO 17 5 



124 5 



11 

356 



575 

594 



154 

100 



Nett Expenditure, .£23,194 



' 1832. Cr. ' £ s. d. 

j By Provisions sold, . 209 5 2 

I ,, Manufactures,, . 150 2 7 

: „ Contingencies,, . 143 12 5 

, >> Officers’ Contingen- 
cies, Fines, &o., . 3 114 

,, Officers’ Maintenance 

in Hospital, . 3 17 6 

,, Sundries sold, . 3 7 !) 

,, Old Stures sold, . 2 11 0 

December 31. 

By Stock remaining, . 512 7 l 

,, Balance, Nett Expen- 
diture, . . 23,194 7 3 



3 2 
3 4 



t 2 
0 0 



Total, . £24,223 2 1 



Total, £24,223 2 I 



7 3 
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If from the above sum allowance be made for the undermentioned charges. Spike Island 
not falling within the ordinary expenses of the Establishment, as compared with Government 
former year, viz.: — Prison. • 

.£ s. d. 

Restoration of Burned Buildings, . * . 575 13 4 Governors 

Cost of Iron Prison, .... 594 10 2 Report. 

Tools and Materials for Eoyal Engineers, . 154 7 2 Statistics. 

Clock, . . . . 100 0 0 

£1,424 10 8* 

The usual and ordinary Expense, would be £21.709 10 7 

Being for the whole Establishment per day, . . £59 9 7 

For each Prisoner for the year, . . " . 9 12 8 

,, ,, day, . . 0 O b* 

Ratios of Expenditure. 

Provisions, per cent., 50 1£ 

Salaries, ,, 31ft 

All Implements and Materials, and 
Clothing, ,, 13ft 

Other Charges, ,, 4ft 

Progressive Increase of Number." and Expenditure from tlio 
Establishment of the Prison in 1847. 





1848. 


1849. 1850. 


1851. 


1852. 


Greatest No., . 
Least No., 

Daily Average No., . 

, , of Officers, 

Yearly Expenditure, 


823 

545 

729 

45 

£10,339 


1,465 2,087 

816 1,438 

1,192 1,709 

62 104 

£12,748 j £16,670 


2,417 

1,865 

2,138 

141 

£20,632 


2,461 

1,939 

2,259 

143 

£23,194 



Articles supplied by Government Departments, of which I have no 
Accounts to show their value. 



Ordnance. 



Fuel and Light, 



Implements Old, 



'Blankets, Pairs, . . . 550 

Sheets, ,, . . . 1,400 

Rugs, . - . . 900 

Bedding and Furniture, Bed Ticks, .... 500 

Pillow Cases, . . • 1,200 

Trestle Tables, . . . 0 

.Barrack Forms, . . • 12 

-Boiled Oil, Gallons, . . 80 

Turpentine, ,, . • *0 

Sweet Oil, ,, . • • 1° 

For Painting and Clean- White Lead, Cwts., . . 15 

ing Purposes, Red Lead, , , . . 5 

Brushes, sorts, Dozens, . . 48 

Mops, „ . • 12 

(Handles, &c. 

(Coal, Tons, . . • 350 

Fuel and Light, < Candles, Mould and Dipt, lbs., . 1,250 

(.Lamp Oil, Gallons, . . 1,600 

rSpades and Shovels, . . 39S 

I Pick Axes, .... 205 

Implements Old, *j „ Handles, . • 414 

! Felling Axes, useless, , • < 3 

IHand Barrows, ... 30 

Stationery Office. 

Office and School Requisites, Prayer Books, Catechisms, &c. 

Richard Grace, Governor. 

March 1, 1853. 

0 
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TEACHER’S REPORT. 



March 1, 1853. 

Sir, — S ince Mr. Allen’s (tlie late liead master) removal hence in 
November last, in consequence of ill-health, his duties have devolved 
on me, as the Assistant Schoolmaster, in which capacity, and in the 
absence of any other appointed in his stead, I have the honour to lay 
before you, for your satisfaction, the following Annual Report of the 
Spike Island Government Prison School for the year ending December 
31, 1352. 

During that period 25,746 prisoners attended school, the number of 
days devoted to instruction being 291, and the average daily attend- 
ance 88. 

The prisoners are divided into four classes, according to the books 
published by the Commissioners of National Education. 

The subjoined statement will show the educational progress of the 
prisoners during the year. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your very obedient servant, 

Robert Dalton, Assistant Schoolmaster. 

The Governor, <fcc., &c., Spike Island. 



Educational Progress. 

Total number who have learned to Read, being previously 



unacquainted with the Alphabet , . . . . 115 

Number advanced from First to Second Book of Reading 

Lessons, 103 

,, ,, Second to Third Do., . . .79 

,, ,, Third to Fourth Do., . . .40 

,, learned Fundamental Rules of Arithmetic, . . 63 

,, advanced to Compound Rules of Do., . . .22 

„ advanced to Proportion, &c., . . . . .15 

,, learned Arithmetical Tables, 83 

,, learned tG Write, 90 

,, improved in Writing, 66 



MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT. 



Spike Island Government Prison, 
March 1, 1853. 

Sir, — In submitting my Hospital Report for tbe past year, I beg to 
state, that I learned, on my assumption of duty as Medical Superin- 
tendent of this prison, that my predecessor had made no Report for 
1851 — au omission doubtlessly caused by his protracted illness and 
subsequent death. 

Adverting to his Report for 1850, I find that there remained in 
Hospital — 

On December 31, I860, 149 

And, by reference to the Hospital Register, I learn that 
during 1851 the admissions amounted to . . . 1,299 



Giving for the year a total of 
Lied during the year, 
Discharged during the year, 



. 1,448 

122 

1,144 — 1,266 



Remained in Hospital December 31, 1831, . . .182 
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The admissions in 1851 show an increase of 98 over those in 1850 ■ 
the deaths m 1851 exceeded those in 1850 by 68. ’ 

The largest number of admissions in both years ate entered in the 
Register under the headings “ Ophthalmia and Influenza.” 



On January 1, 1852 — 


Remained in Hospital, 




Being Medical Cases, 




,, Surgical do. 


• . . . 126 


Admitted in 1852 — 


Medical Cases, 


. 967 


Surgical do 


. 832— 1,799 


Total number of Hospital Inmates, 


1,981 


Died during the Year — 


Medical Cases, 


. 146 


Surgical do. .... 




Cured— Medical Cases, 


. 741 


,, Surgical do. 

Relieved — Medical Cases, . 




. 17 


,, Surgical do. 


. 84—1,707 


Remained in Hospital December 31, 


1852— Medical, 157 




Surgical, 117 — 274 



These figures show an increase in the admissions of 500, and in the 
deaths of 68 over those of 1851. In estimating such increase it should 
however, be recollected that a protracted continuation of extremely 
seveTS weather had resulted in the aggravation of slight sickness, and 
created the necessity for admitting to hospital many cases that would 
otherwise have been treated at the daily prison dispensary. More- 
over, with a view to the hygeian of the prison, and to prevent infec- 
tion, I invariably sent to hospital all cases of itch and other cutaneous 
diseases ; thereby materially augmenting the amount of admissions. 

The gradual increase of hospital accommodation in this depot will 
appear by tbe following data : — 



Numbers admitted into Hospital iu the Yearil847, . . 92 

i) »> ,, 1848, . » 702 

?> >> ,» 1849, • . 1,003 

>» „ 1850, . . 1,093 

»» >» i, 1851, . . 1,299 

». » „ 1852, . . 1,799 

Total number of Admissions 5,988 

Daily average of patients during same period : — 

Prom October, 1847, to December 31, 1849, , . . 28 

In year 1850, 150 

„ 1851, 176 

,, 1852, 235 



The continuous average, increase of admissions is fairly accounted for 
by the proportionate increase of convicts received into the prison, hy 
their physical condition oil arrival, and by other circumstances. 

Deeming it unnecessary to complicate this Report by the introduc- 
tion of too much tabular matter, I prefer to describe the nature and 
extent of the medical occurrences of the year by directing your attention 
to the following particulars : — 

c 2 
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Spike Island i;, E njKK of tlie Causes of Deaths in tlie cases included under that head. 
Government 

Poicfiv DEATHS. 



Medical Offi- 
cer's Reporjj. 



Suryical Cases. 

Scrofulous diseases, . . 33 

Paralysis 4 

Apoplexy, .... 4 

Lumbar abscess, ... 1 

Spinal disease, ... 1 

lluptured urethra, . . 1_ 

Total surgical deaths, . .44 

Medical Cases. 

Phthisis (consumption), . 58 

Chronic bronchitis, . .12 

Pneumonia, . . . . 8 



Hiemoptoa*, . . . .0 

Empyema, .... 2 

Gastritis, . . . . 2- 

! Inflammation of bowels, . . 3 

j Fever, . . . .2 

Brain fever, .... 3 

Erysipelas, .... 4 

! Anasarca, .... 5 

j Ascites, 4 

| General debility, worn-out old age, 2 1 
i Chronic dysentery, . . 16 

1 Total medical deaths, . .146 



The preceding classification will serve to characterize tlie medical 
engagements of the year. The island was free from the visitation of 
serious epidemics. Diarrhoea to an extensive degree, merging not mi- 
frequently into dysentery, or becoming chronic and subject to relapse ; 
bronchitis, at intervals threatening severity ; other affections of tlie 
respiratory organs ; fever, in some instances of a formidable type ; 
phthisis on an extensive scale, chiefly amongst the juvenile and adult 
convicts, formed the staple of medical treatment. 

Scrofula, presenting all its various .consequences, and embracing a 
large per ceutage of the patients ; ophthalmia ; eruptive diseases ; nu- 
merous cases of the ordinary surgical diseases ; operations and acci- 
dents, inseparable from so extensive an establishment, required my 
constant and unremitting attention. 

Adverting to the accompanying columns of mortality, it will be well 
to bear in mind the antecedents of the parties, whence it is derived — 
to keep in view their former habits, privations, &c., and not to lose 
sight of the nature of diseases so readily generated and nurtured by 
such preparation. 

As regards the development, in prisons, of scrofula (a disease that 
exceeded all others in contributions to the mortality in this depot), I 
do not consider this a fit opportunity to encounter a subject that lias 
already, and frequently, elicited the inquiry and opinions, various in 
degree, of most eminent practitioners. It is not denied that convicts 
labouring under that disease have been, from time to time, transferred 
from other prisons to this island j but it is equally certain that the 
motives that actuated such removal, with a view to the cure or the 
alleviation of the malady, reflect honour on all parties engaged in such 
acts of humanity. 

The same remarks apply to convicts labouring under consumption, 
chronic diseases, and general debility. Those individuals would sink 
if not removed — they derive the chance of recovery by the change of 
air, drc., and very many have recovered who would otherwise have fallen. 

It might not, therefore, be a source of wonder were there an extraordi- 
nary high rate of mortality under such circumstances ; yet the actual rate 
falls far short of its apparent reality, as appears by the following figures : — 
Total Number of Patients -in Hospital, 1852, . .'1,981 

,, De t aths ,, ... 190 

Giving a mortality rate of 9| per cent, on the whole in Hospital. 

Again : — 

Total Number of Convicts (including all Hospital Inmates) 
in tlie Depot in 1852, . . . , . 3 453 

Total Deaths, as above, ] *190 

Giving a mortality rate of 5-k per cent, on the whole convict depot, 
hospital included. ' 
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Accidents — No serious accident happened during the year— a result, 
most gratifying, and mainly attributable to tlie surveillance so well 
exercised oyer the convicts while engaged in the extensive works 
carried on. 

Surgical Operations. — I had no occasion to perforin any of the capital ' 
operations. Several cases of diseased joints which, at first sight, pre- 
sented fair grounds for hope through amputation, recovered under con- 
stitutional treatment, and with preservation of limbs. 

Ophthalmia. — Amongst the surgical cases in hospital at the commence- 
ment of 1852, ophthalmia held the foremost place as to numbers, there 
being no reason to doubt that many of the most serious cases had re- 
sulted from the application of corroding substances to the eyes. No 
artifice is more frequently selected by malingerers than self-made 
ophthalmia , it being incredible to what extent they will persevere, re- 
gardless of pain or punishment on detection. The disease would appear 
to have been very rife in the latter part of 1851, the Register showing 
that during October, November, and December the daily number in 
hospital ranged from 140 to 150. The disease gradually decreased 
during 1852, in the three last months of which the daily number in 
hospital ranged from 30 to 25. Vigilant precautions, with stringent 
measures towards the detected, very speedily inspired others with fear. 

Malingerers. — The general body of the convicts have evinced little in- 
clination to malinger. ~No doubt there were many disinclined to work, and 
they generally resorted to the plea of sickness — when brought to the 
dispensary their usual complaints consisted of “pains,” “ constipation,” 
“ bowel attacks.” I am, however, glad to report that such practices 
have been declining. Two cases, rather remarkable, occurred during 
the year — one, a convict sent back from Gibraltar as a “decided luna- 
tic;” tbe other, a convict sent from Dublin certified to be “ totally blind.” 
I immediately detected the “lunatic,” who was subsequently transhipped 
to a penal settlement. The “ blind man” was “ an excellent actor," but, 
by perseverance, I found him out — be was “ suddenly restored to perfect 
vision” (his own expressions), and became a good labourer. 

Hospital. — With reference to the hospital and its arrangements, I 
have to state that the patients are made as comfortable as possible ; 
they get their diet (with the scales of which I have not interfered) with 
great regularity. The wards are well supplied with wardsmen, whose 
duties require them to attend to the side, to the fires, and to keep the 
wards perfectly clean. 

Hospital Extras.— It is just to state that I am unrestricted in liberty 
to order such extra nourishment for the sick as I may deem absolutely 
necessary, a privilege I have not failed to exercise with a view to aid and 
comfort the worst cases, having on all occasions reverted to my obliga- 
tion to refrain from unnecessary encroachment on the prison economy. 

Turnkeys' Ward,— With a view to provide for sickness amongst the 
officers, who hitherto obtained leave of absence (frequently protracted), 
On the plea of illness, a small ward, shut off from the hospital, lias been 
opened for their reception. Stringent regulations render it imperative 
on them to enter that ward wlien reported sick. The arrangement has 
already produced beneficial results in preventing deficiency of service. 
During 1852, 42 of those officers, including turnkeys, night watchmen, 
and trades’ instructors, were admitted and treated in that ward. . 

This is the place to refer to the services of the hospital assistant, 
Thomas Sharpe, whose untiring zeal, assiduity,and attention to his duties 
have already and most deservedly earned my best recommendations. 

Uyaeian . — The general hygeian of the prison, and health of the nu- 
merous inmates, have heen favourable throughout the yeai. 
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Same may "be said of the island and its occupants, military and civl* 
lian, amongst whom there was not a death during 1852. 

Camden Fort . — Additional to my duties at Spike Island, I have had 
medical charge of Fort Camden, the attendance whereat entailed fre- 
quent visits, under the necessity for preventing inefficiency of labour 
at the works, through disease or accident among the convicts. Owing 
to the unusual inclemency and continuous stormy weather, the Camden 
duties were arduous and onerous, the boat trips being frequently at- 
tended with extreme hazard. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your faithful, obedient servant, 
Maurice Corr, m.d., f.r.c.s.i., 

Medical Superintendent. 

II. M. Hitch ins, Esq., Inspector-General, 

Government Prisons, Dublin Castle. 



CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

January 1, 1853. 

Sir, — During the year which has closed, my duties, as Chaplain of 
Spike Island Government Prison, have been of the same character as 
in former years. The average number of convicts under my care was 
51 ; but as a considerable number were sent abroad, or removed to other 
prisons at different times, above 180 persons were, from time to time, 
under instruction. Of these, nine-tenths were able to read, and six- 
tenths to write. 

Eighty-six convicts embarked for Australasia, of those under my 
charge, during the past year, very many of whom, by steadiness of 
conduct, had regained to a considerable degree the character which, by 
previous vice, they had forfeited ; which leads me to hope that in a 
new country they may prove useful members of society. Many letters 
have reached me giving most satisfactory details of their mode of employ- 
ment, and the comfortable support which they gained by honest industry. 

Divine Service has been performed 54 times, which shows that 
although living at Queenstown, and having more than a mile of water 
to sail over, the weather frequently very tempestuous, service was 
performed every Sunday. And in resigning this Chaplaincy, after 
more than five years’ occupation, it gives mo pleasure to think that 
there was not a single Sunday on which the prisoners were left without 
P^ lc r wor ®MP 3 ^though such has happily been the case, I am 
still of opinion that the Chaplain should reside on the island, as, 
independent of other reasons, the constant exposure to rain and cold, 
during the winter, must be prejudicial to any constitution, and in my 
case was very injurious — ill health thus contracted obliging me, for 
some months, to desist from all clerical duties. During this period the 
duties of the chaplaincy were performed most satisfactorily by my pious 
and zealous assistant, the Rev. J. G. Rouchier. 

The Holy Communion was administered five times during the year * 
average number of communicants, 19. Previous to each administration' 
care was taken that no person should approach the Lord’s Table with- 
out previous instruction, and evincing some proof of being in a proper 
irame of mind. It was also administered eleven times in hospital to 
the sick, who received 79 visits ; the average number of patients at each 
being ten, gives as a total 790 sick visits. 

Catechetical instruction was given on 42 different days: average 
number m attendance each day, 33. The completion of the new church 
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has given your Chaplain increased facilities for instructing the convicts. Spike Island 
There are still requisites for Divine Service needed, to which my sue- ^°p ERNMKNT 
cessor will, no doubt, direct your attention. rM50N ' 

I have the honour to be, your obedient, humble servant, Chaplain's 

Heney J. IYoodroffe, Chaplain. Report. 

Ilenry Hitching, Esq. 



EXTRACT FROM ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. a-M* 

In accordance with your request, I have the honour to submit my Report, 
Report for the year 1852, which is my fourth Annual Report as 
Roman Catholic Chaplain of this prison. 

During the first six months of the year, my reverend assistant and 
myself, having been then allowed to impart catechetical instructions 
and confession to about 70 prisoners every week day, were enabled to 
impress the necessary amount of religious information on the minds of 
2,200 of them preparatory to their reception of the Sacraments of 
Penance and the Holy Communion ; and 794 of them, who had not 
previously received the Sacrament of Confirmation, were solemnly con- 
firmed in the prison chapel by our illustrious and venerated bishop, the 
Right Rey. Doctor Delany. 

But, during the latter part of the year, the attendance of the prison- 
ers for religious instruction and duty having been limited to 70 
prisoners for one-half of a day in the week only, besides Sunday, the 
success of our ministrations has been greatly impeded, and the religious 
and moral improvement of the prisoners most injuriously affected. 

At your suggestion my reverend assistant and myself tried the ex- 
periment of instructing and of hearing the confessions of the convicts 
in the evenings after their work, and found it to be a decided failure : 
most of them appeared so fatigued in body, and so little disposed in 
mind to attend then to our instructions and duties, that we considered 
it useless, if not imprudent, to persevere. 

I would, therefore, most earnestly request that two classes, consist- 
ing of about 7 0 convicts, he permitted to attend for religious instruction 
and confession, every working day, from ten to two o’clock, as for- 
merly. By such attendance the Chaplains will be enabled to discharge 
their duties with the prisoners efficiently and satisfactorily, which, by 
the short time at present allowed, it is absolutely impossible for them 
to accomplish. I need not say that the advantage which this would 
confer upon society, in the reformation of the convicts, would greatly 
overbalance the value of their labour during the time thus occupied. 

And as it is now most likely that the greater number of them are 
destined to return to society in their own country, it becomes the more 
imperative to use every means which religious and moral teaching 
and influence afford for their thorough and permanent reformation. 

But for this end they must he first instructed, next convinced, and 
afterwards well grounded in religious and moral practice, which ei . i- 
clently cannot bo achieved without adequate time and attention on the 
part of the convicts to religious instruction and duty. Prison discipline 
and punishments may restrain their conduct while here ; hut it is only 
the influence of religion that can subdue their passions, and reform 
their hearts. And my reverend assistant and myself feel it onr con- 
scientious duty to state, that we have already experienced a most 
deplorable falling off in the conduct and dispositions of many of the 
prisoners, in consequence of their withdrawal from our instruction and 
duty on week days during the last six months ; and that it is Onr well- 
grounded opinion that unless the Chaplains are aUowed sufllcient time 
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and opportunity to bring tlie influence of religion to hear upon them, 
they will pass their time in this prison unchanged and unreformerl, anil 
leave it only to return to crime and re-conviction. 

The timber shed used for Roman Catholic divine worship is most 
unfit and indecorous, besides being too small, badly ventilated, and 
adjoining to a dust-pit and waterclosets. It is used on the week days 
as a school, and sometimes for the surgical examination, ironing, and 
clothing of the prisoners. There is no doubt hut this is seriously 
detrimental to the religious improvement of the convicts, and requires 
an immediate remedy. Y on very properly noticed this defect in your 
Report of last year, page 18, where you stated that “ the premises set 
apart for the performance of divine worship is extremely ill-adapted 
for the purpose, being small, built of wood, and otherwise" unsuitable.” 
Nothing has since been done to remedy the evil, and I beg most par- 
ticularly to solicit your attention to it. 

You are aware that the local inspector, the governor, and deputy- 
governor, are all Protestants. This we have found to bo a great 
inconvenience and loss ; for if one of the superior officers were a Roman 
Catholic, he would he conversant with the doctrines, requirements, and 
the carrying out of the practices of the Roman Catholic Church, and 
his zealous co-operation with the chaplains would bo an invaluable 
benefit to the religious and moral welfare of the prison, and afford the 
fullest confidence to the Roman Catholic officers and to the prisoners, 
who are nearly all Roman Catholics. 

It became our pleasing duty, at several periods of the year, to ad- 
minister the usual services of religion to largo numbers of the prisoners 
prior to their embarkation for the colonies ; and from the proofs they 
hail afforded here, for a long time, ot their earnest reformation, I am 
satisfied that the majority of them will persevere and give satisfaction. 
It would be useful if a correct record of their conduct in the colonies 
were kept by the police, and an annual report sent home to each of the 
prisons from which they embarked. This would enable us to form a 
correct estimate of the past, and guide us in our future management. 

1 also beg to mention that we have found the want of some instruc- 
tive religious hooks, a great loss in our ministrations with the prisoners. 
J he filth of the Prison Rules prescribes that every prisoner shall he 
tarnished with the means of moral and religious instruction, and with 
suitable books ; and the 7 6th Rule specifies that Bibles and Testaments 
are to be given, in both versions, for the use of such prisoners ns may 
require them. I, therefore, respectfully request that at least one copy 
of Douay Bible one copy of Reeves’ History of the Bible, one copy of 
Butler s Lives of Saints one copy of the Poor Man’s Catechism, and one 
copy of the Imitation of Christ by Thomas A’Kempis, he placed in each 
wa d, under the charge of the turnkey, for the use of the Roman Ca- 
tliolio prisoners. This would enable them to study and mature the 
^erbalmstructmns^ they receive from ns, and to fix them more per- 
raanently upon their minds. * 

thfsnri - aJ 0U V- e t ir T f0r tlle T ral nsef,lllless and general welfare of 

Krfr v? S ° d0sely i,leutified as Roman Catholic 

you^considere+lnn^^A^Aoh^^^^^ 1 !!.!.^ *jbe foregoing suggestions for 



your consideration ; and as you are aware, from 

knowfedw H #| f ° Ur yoars .’ that n0 P erson bas had a more thorough 
hi owiedge of the every circumstance and detail connected with it I 
ameonfident that you will not deem them unworthy of your special 

Henry Hitchins, Esq., Inspecfor-taf CatMi ° ^P^" 
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MOUNTJOY GOVERNMENT PRISON. Mormaor 

Government 

Prison. 



Jteport. 



Buildings. 

The buildings are in good order, nor is there anything which, Buildings, 
in the present unsettled state of the Irish convict service, I 
would suggest tor their improvement; it is, however, desirable 
that some steps should be taken for the enlargement of the cha- 
pel, which is at present much too small for the wants of the pri- 
son ; this object can be attained by making additions on either 
side, and thus doubling its area, without any inconvenience ex- 
cept such as may arise from obstructing the light from two win- 
dow's in the main corridor of the prison, or by removing the 
divisions within the chapel, and adopting here the system pur- 
sued in Wakefield. As to the expediency of the latter, I am not 
prepared to offer any very decided opinion ; I assume that the 
objections which may be urged against the adoption of this 
course at Mountjoy were applicable to the English Prisons, and 
were duly considered by the authorities there before they con- 
sented to the removal of the stalls which formed a part of the 
original plans of “ the separate system and should His Excel- 
lency consider the adoption of such a measure at Mountjoy 
advisable, I am not aware of any serious objection to its being 
carried into effect. 

A steam-engine for supplying water to the prison has been 
erected, and the system ot the hand-pump discontinued, a mea- 
sure rendered necessary by the frequent accidents which have 
occurred. 



Class of Prisoners. cksnof 

* / Prisoner#. 

The prisoners detained here during the last year have been 
principally drawn from the other convict depots ; very few having 
been removed directly from the county gaols, or until several 
months (in some cases even years) after their conviction. It is 
very desirable that admission into Mountjoy should be the first 
step in prison training, and not, as is too frequently the case at 
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Moustjot present, almost the last. So long, however, as the system of 
T medical rejection at present in force here is continued, so long 
Report — '"’ill the ob i eot originally contemplated in the establishment of 

this prison he limited to a mere section of the Irish convict class. 
The physical debasement of the lower orders in this country, 
in 1850, rendered a, “ general ” admission of prisoners into this 
depot un advisable ; but as this evil has been in a great measure 
abated, it appears desirable to adopt, as soon as possible, the rule 
pursued in this respect at Pentonville and all other separate 
prisons in the United Kingdom, and to extend the advantages 
of the separate system to all prisoners except in very special 
cases. This question, however, is one, which can only be deter- 
mined on medical grounds. 

Although previously to their removal from the county gaols 
or depots, each prisoner is carefully examined by the medical 
officer; yet the number of medical rejections on admission in 
Mountjoy, average 40 per cent. 



Periods of de- Periods of detention , and ages of Convicts. 

tention, and v 

v!cts° f C °°" The average duration of the detention here has exceeded 10 
months. The respective ages have averaged from 16 to 26 years. 



Moral and Re- Moral and Religious Instruction. 

ligious Instmc- 

twn ' The reports of the chaplains speak in favourable terms of the 

attention of the prisoners to then- religious duties, and the readi- 
ness with which they have received their instructions. The sys- 
tem of religious and moral training continues to be the same as 
set forth in my report of last year, with the exception of additional 
time having been afforded for school exercise. Each prisoner 
receives daily one hour’s instruction in the chapel, and is occasion- 
ally visited by the schoolmaster during the week in his cell. 
The present system of education is, however, capable of much 
improvement, and the whole question of the mode and amount 
of secular instruction is under the consideration of the chaplains, 
under whose direct control and superintendence it has been 
found advisable to place the prison schools. Subjoined will ho 
found the report of the schoolmaster. 

Health and Health and condition of the Prisoners. 

condition of the 

Prisoners. To determine the value of the medical results, it must he borne 
in mind that each prisoner, previous to admission, is subject to a 
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rigid medical examination, and rejected if found in any point Mocotot 
unsuited to tlie system. The medical statistics are annexed. 

The diseases will he found set forth in Dr. Rynd’s Report. There R ~ 
have been 5 deaths, of which one was occasioned by a blow of 
the pump handle. No instance of mental disease has occurred 
since the opening of the prison. Some changes have been re- 
cently made in the hospital, which seem calculated to secure a 
more regular and satisfactory mode of account and issue. 



Ventilation of the Cells. 



Ventilation of 
the Celia. 



Several measures are under consideration for improving the 
ventilation of the cells. The Governor has forwarded to me a 
model of a window admirably suited to secure this object, and 
prevent the wholesale intercourse at present existing between 
the prisoners ; and he is prepared to erect them under Ills own 
immediate inspection, at a cost of 6s. 6cZ. per cell; the work 
being principally performed by convict labour. 



Conduct of the Officers . J 

With some exceptions the conduct of the officers has been 
satisfactory. From the want of suitable accommodation, tbe 
majority of the staff reside without the prison walls ; and to this 
evil may be traced many of tlie irregularities which exist in this 
prison. Much inconvenience also arises from the division of the 
staff into trades and discipline officers ; and I would suggest for 
His Excellency’s consideration the expediency of a consolidation 
in this respect, and the future appointment only of discipline 
officers, cognizant of some trade or handicraft. 



Conduct of the Prisoners ■ 

Speaking generally, the conduct of the prisoners has not heen 
unsatisfactory; and although punishment for prison offences 
have heen frequent, they have been principally confined to at- 
tempts to communicate. The result, probably, of previous deten- 
tion in other depots. 

An attempt was made to escape by one of the prisoners ; but 
it was frustrated by the vigilance of the warders. 
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Prisoners in Association. 

The prisoners employed in association have been generally 
about 20, viz. : — 



Cooks, o 

In Prison stores, . 3 

Tsilors ;j 

Shoemakers, .1 

Manufacturers’ Labourers a 

In Manufacturing Stores a 

General purposes of the Prison 3 



20 

The prisoners selected for association are those who have 
served 8 months previously in separation, and have conducted 
themselves to the satisfaction of the prison officers. 



Industrial Training of Prisoners. 

I have great satisfaction in drawing the attention of the Lord 
Lieutenant to the industrial training of the prison ; an increase 
in the staff of trades instructors, and the recent appointment 
of a general superintendent of the trades department of the 
Government Prisons, have led to an increased vigour in this 
branch of the prison service. Largo supplies of manufactured 
goods have been sold to English houses for exportation to the 
colonies, and in the amount and character of the prisoners’ work, 
a marked improvement has taken place. Serious inconvenience 
has, however, arisen from the inadequacy of the stores ; and I 
would suggest, that separate premises he engaged in some central 
part of the city, in which the whole office business of prison 
manufactures may be consolidated, from which all the Govern- 
ment Prisons in Ireland may he supplied, and where the manu- 
factured articles, previous to exportation, may be deposited. 

The prison manufactures have become so extended, and the 
responsibilities so increased, that this step is not only expedient 
but absolutely necessary; and should his Excellency be pleased 
to sanction it, I propose to relieve the respective governors from 
the charge of the manufacturing accounts, and to place the sup- 
plies and issues of materials, sales of manufactured goods, and 
the trades accounts, under the control of the superintendent of 
trades, who will report monthly to the Audit Board, and be in 
direct communication with this office. Until this is effected, it 
wall not be possible to determine the value and results of the 
trades carried on in each prison ; and the system of the respective 
governors disposing of their prison manufactures and purchasing 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




oj Government Prisons in Ireland. 



37 



supplies (not m contract) is ns objectionable in principle as it has mocstjot 
been found faulty in practice. Under existing circumstances, Go p E *™. ENI 
and without a suitable staff for such purpose, the trades accounts - — 

of each prison have proved a source of much embarrassment to Scport ' 
the governors, while the control which it is my dutv to exercise 
over this, as over all other prison accounts, has necessarily been 
irregular and unsatisfactory. 



Concluding Observations. Concluding 

Observations. 

The discipline and general arrangements of Mountjoy Prison 
are not altogether satisfactory, and there are many points in 
which it appears an alteration might be effected with a beneficial 
result ; but as some of these measures are at present under con- 
sideration, it appears unnecessary to do more at present than 
advert to them. These measures form a part of that improved 
system of prison discipline which, under “existing conditions,” 
cannot possibly be carried out here or in any other Convict 
Prison in Ireland. 

II. Hitchins, 

Inspector of Government Prisons. 

Government Prisons’ Office, Dublin Castle, 

August, 1853. 
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GOVERNOR’S REPORT. 

Mountjoy Government Prison, 
July, 1853. 

Sir, — In conformity with your desire, I beg leave to submit my 
Annual Report and statistical details of this Prison for the year 1852. 

The prisoners received here have been, as usual, with very few ex- 
ceptions, so debased in moral and intellectual condition that many 
obstacles'bad to be encountered while endeavouring to inculcate habits 
of industry and mental information, such as would tend towards the 
accomplishment of their ultimate reform, or render them less likely to 
revert to their former vicious pursuits when again dependent on their 
own resources. 

The system of moral and religious instruction adopted here on the 
opening of the establishment has been carried out by the chaplains 
with the usual solicitude and unremitting attention by which their 
reformatory labours were evinced during the preceding years. 

The school department having been placed, since my last Report, 
under the immediate direction of these gentlemen, alterations have 
been made as regards imparting secular instruction to the prisoners. 
These changes appear to work satisfactorily with respect to educational 
advancement, but to some extent retard the operations of the manufac- 
turing department. I have given both these important branches my 
most attentive consideration, and after trying repeated forms of 
“ routine, ” I find it impossible to effect any change without a sacrifice, 
to some extent, on the part of either one or the other. However, 
under all circumstances, I trust the educational as well as manufacturing 
results may be deemed satisfactory. 

In proportion to the average number of prisoners during the year, 
the punishments were numerous. The crimes — except in a few cases 
of ineorrigihles, breaches of prison rules, instances of refractory and in- 
subordinate conduct — were comparatively rare. 

To the general management of the establishment I need scarcely 
advert, as from your frequent supervision you are fully cognizant of all 
its details. 

In the treatment of the prisoners the same course is adhered to as 
originally adopted ; “ kindness, when consistent with the rules ; lenity, 
where really deserved ; and stringent measures, when recourse to such 
alternative is absolutely required.” 

The conduct of the officers in general — with few exceptions— has 
been satisfactory. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Robt. Netterville, Governor. 

The Inspector-General of Government Prisons, Castle. 



Statement of the Number of Convicts Committed and Disposed of, 
from January 1 to December 31, 1852. 



1852, January 1, In custody, .... 

,, to December 31, Committed from County Gaols, 
,, Dublin Depots, 

>» Spike Island, 





. 453 


61 




142 




315 


518 




071 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




of Government Prisons in Ireland. 39 



How Disposed op. 




Moontjoy 

Government 


Removed to County Gaols, .... 


1 


Prison. 


, , Dublin Depots, .... 


. . 78 


— 


,, Spike Island and Pliilipstown, 


. . 359 


Governor' t 


,, on Pardon, 


1 


Report . 


Died, 


5 


Statistics. 


Removed per Transport Ship “Lord Dalhousie," 


. 12 




,, ,, “ Lord Auckland,” 


. 22 
478 




Bemaining in custody December 31, 1852, 


. 493 






— 


971 



Different Crimes of the Prisoners committed during the Year ended Offences. 
December 31, 1852. 



Abduction. . 
Administering Poison, 
Arson, 

Assault, 

Attacking Habitation, 
Bestiality, 

Burglary and Xtobbery, 
Cattle and Pig Stealing 
Embezzlement, 

Felony, 

Highway Bobbery, 
Horse Stealing, 
Larceny, 



Under 1 5 years, 



20 

30 

40 





128 


igi 


85 

1 




37 




3 




5 




117 


Ages of 


r 20 years, 


3 


202 


30 „ 


238 


40 ,, 


54 


50 ,, 


20 



Murder, ... 4 

Military Offences, . . 4 

Perjury, ... 2 

Rape, ... 2 

Bobbery from Dwelling, . 8 

,, Person, . 13 

Sheep Stealing, . . 56 

Sacrilege, ... 3 

Beceiving Stolen Goods, . 23 

Having Forged Notes in Possession, 2 
Vagrancy, ... 6 

Total, . . 518 



PRISONERS. Ages of 

prisoners. 

I 50 years and under 60 years, 1 
j Over 60 years, . . 1 

Total, . . 519 



Sentences of Prisoners committed during the Year, and in Custody on Sentence*. 
December 31, 1852. 





2 

Years. 


7 

Years. 


10 

Years. 


H 

Years. 


15 

Years. 


21 

I ears. 


Life. 


Total. 


Committed dur- 1 
ing the Year ( 
ended Decern- f 
bcr 31, 1852. J 


2 


260 


220 


8 


19 


1 


9 


519 


In Custody, Dec . } 
31, 1852. $ 


0 


242 


225 


8 


14 


1 


■ 


493 



Time elapsed since the conviction of the Prisoners committed during 
the Year ended December 31, 1852. 



Five Years, . 








4 


Four ,, 








23 


Three ,, 








123 


Two ,t 








145 


One ,, 








176 


Less than One Year, 








48 


Total, 








619 
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MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT. 



Mocn'Tjot 

GOVERNMENT 

Prison. 



The following statement shows the Medical Statistics of 
the year 1852 - 



the Prison for MedkalO&ctr* t 
Report. 



If umber of prisoners in confinement January I, . . 453 

Admitted during the year, 518 



ii. 

Daily average number of prisoners confined, 

„ ,, in hospital. 

Greatest number any one day in hospital, 

Lowest number, 

Total daily number of sick, . 

3 >eaths from disease, 

Ivilled at the pump, ...... 



971 

4 r J0 
20 
2 $ 
6 

7,000 

4 

1 



ill. 

The different diseases (severe) that have occurred, and the number of 
cases of each disease. 



Abcess, Scrofulous . . 2 

Colic, . . . .24 

Cramps, . . .3 

Consumption, . .8 

Catarrh; . . .37 

Cholium, . .3 

Dyspepsia, . . . Ifi 

Diarrhoea, . . .82 

Dysentery, . .8 

Disease of Head, . . 1 

,, of Ear, . . 1 

,, of Hip, . . 1 

,, of ICnee Joint, . . 7 

,, of Eoot (scrofulous), . 2 

Diseased Bones of Leg (scrofulous), 1 
Disease of Legs, . . 5 

Dislocation of Shoulder, . l 

Dropsy, . . • 5 

Epis taxis, . . .1 

Erysipelas, • . .2 

Epilepsy, • -4 

Lever, . . . .63 

,, Typhus, . . .12 

General Debility, . .15 



Heart, diseased action of, . 3 

Hernia, .... 1 

Itch, .... 2 

Injury of Head, . . 2 

,, of Hand, . . 2 

Inflammatory affection of Head, l 
Injury from pump, . . 7 

Jaundice, . .1 

Laryngitis, . . .1 

Lumbago, . . .3 

Ophthalmia, . . .18 

Pneumonia, . . .30 

Paronychia, . . . 2 

Rheumatism, . - -7 

Syphilis, ... 4 

Strain of Foot, . .3 

Scrofula, . . .45 

Small Pock, . .1 

Stricture, . . .2 

Ulcers, . . .6 

Spitting of Blood, . . 1 

Total, . . 466 



FrAKCIS RvKD, M.D, V.R.C.S.I., 
Medical Officer. 



CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. Ctaptam', 

Report. 

Motmtjoy PrisoB, July, 1853. 

Sir, — In sending you a Report for the year ending tlie 31st of 
December, 1852, 1 have little to add to the observations contained in 
my former reports, except such remarks as increased experience 
enables me to supply. 

I may, perhaps unwittingly, over-estimate the opportunities possessed 
by a chaplain for observing the character and effects of the discipline 
employed in the prison with which he is connected but I most 
earnestly seek to divest myself of all partial and preconceived thoughts 
in writing on a subject so intimately connected with the general wel- 
fare of society. In the discharge of my duties as Chaplain of the 
Mountjoy Government Prison, I have enjoyed many advantages : my 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




42 



Annual Report of the Inspector 



ItOUNTJOY 

Government 

PRISON. 

• Cftaplu'n’s 
Report. 



respected diocesan, tlie Lord Archbishop of Dublin, has for many 
years directed his attention to the improvement of the penal institu- 
tions of our country, and from him I have derived counsel, encourage- 
ment, and direct assistance. From the nature of his most continuous 
and active engagements, he has qualified himself to be a competent 
judge of those appliances which must tell with most effect on the cor- 
rection and the training of the understanding, and the affections of 
mankind under variety of circumstances. 

His Grace has paid several visits to the Mountjoy Prison ; and in the 
month of June last, he attended, for the fourth time, to hold a Confirma- 
tion for some of the convicts previous to their admission to the holy 
communion of the Lord’s Supper. 

I need not to mention the advantage of confidential communication 
with yourself, as the head of our prison department; it would be 
scarcely possible to advert to a benefit which I so much value without 
exhibiting too much of the feelings of private friendship in this official 
statement connected with my public duty. Prom the governor and 
deputy-governor I have invariably received every assistance within 
their power for the carrying out every measure which I considered to 
be conducive to the religious and moral improvement of the prisoners 
under my care. 

With the foregoing advantages, I must be very deficient in ability, 
attention, or regard for the happiness of others, if I could not now 
form some definite opinions of the system under which this Government 
Prison was established. 

The causes from which crime originates present a most important 
subject for inquiry; but distinct from a consideration of the best mode 
of dealing with crime as it is found already existing — these causes 
must be to a great extent independent of the defective character of 
prisons and their discipline ; at the same time it is worthy of the 
Government of this country to take every means of providing that our 
penal institutions should be placed on a sound basis and should be cal- 
culated to promote the great ends of punishment. 

There can be no room to doubt that penal institutions based on mis- 
taken principles, or badly administered, may indirectly tend to foster 
the continuance and growth of the evils which they were established to 
repress. The establishment of isolated imprisonment was the result of 
no mere theory, or speculative notions : it was a system recommended 
to the adoption of our legislature, after patient investigation and re- 
peated experiments. 

fco far as iny own experience has gone, I think it matter for deep 
regret, that a plan of penal discipline so well calculated to deter, to 
correct, and to reform, has not been carried out so thoroughly as its 
first advocates in England had intended, and deemed advisable for the 
successful attainment of its objects. 

The chief difficulty discovered in the application of tho separate 
system consists in the duration to which it may bo considered safe to 
have its operation extended. This difficulty can be effectually met by 
a wise and merciful administration of its peculiar discipline, without 
any interference with tlie principle on which that discipline is founded. 

1 here is a wide difference between solitary and separate imprison- 
ment : the former would indeed prove deterrent, but its severity would 
render it intolerable in confinement absolutely solitary the power of 
reflection would be called into exercise under such circumstances as 
would make it the source only of agony and despair. 

But under the separate system, which admits of any amount of com- 
munication not considered directly evil, the habit of reflection can be 
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cultivated under such instruction, and with such appliances as will Mountjqy 
make it, with the Divine blessing, the instrument of sound repentance, Government. 
peace, and hope. rKIS0> - 

It should be steadily kept in view, that under this latter discipline, Chaplain's 
the only prohibition with respect to the intercourse of the prisoner Iie ^ ort - 
with his fellow men, is that which cuts him off from association with 
other criminals. This prohibition tends to prevent the recurrence of 
evil, and injurious thoughts and desires, while, in combination with 
religious and moral training, the isolation of the convict prepares his 
mind for the reception of those truths and consolations which Chris- 
tianity can alone impart. 

Jn order to make the separate system truly and extensively effective, 
the following objects require unremitting attention : — 

1st. The physical health of the convict should be cared for by the 
constant vigilance of the medical officer, by the due ventilation of the 
cells, by cleanliness, and sufficient exercise under the open air. 

2nd. The minds of the prisoners should be occupied by such a course 
of educational training as would serve to develop the intellectual facul- 
ties, and moral sentiments. 

3rd. Industrial occupation under qualified masters should be provided 
to such an extent as would serve to alleviate the feeling of loneliness 
in the cell, and to convey a knowledge of such handicrafts as would 
prove useful to the prisoner in after life. 

4 th. In addition to simultaneous instruction in the school and the 
chapel, there should he a constant visitation of the prisoners indi- 
vidually in their cells by the chaplains, schoolmasters, and trades in- 
structors. 

5th. The governors of the prison should be sustained in the dis- 
charge of their arduous and important functions, by seeing that nothing 
is allowed to interfere with the maintenance of the special discipline in 
all its integrity, and by their being armed with sufficient power to 
punish offences committed within the prison under proper limitation 
and inspection. 

If adequate and unremitting attention were given to these objects, I 
am sanguine enough to hope that cellular imprisonment could be made 
productive of tlie following results : all secondary punishments might 
be exhausted within the prison, except in the case of very old persons, 
and of extreme offenders 3 a large proportion of criminals restored to 
society with every reasonable prospect of their conducting themselves 
well for the rest of their lives • a wholesome dread of the punishment 
consequent on crime communicated to those classes most liable to be 
tempted into criminal excess ; a vast saving effected in the expenditure 
now called for to build prisons, to maintain and dispose of criminals, 
might be applied to tlie more gratifyiug purposes of encouraging the 
industry of our people, and opening out the industrial resources of our 
country. 

During the past year, the educational department of our prison has 
been conducted with increased and beneficial efficiency, and I hope 
nothing will bo allowed to impede its valuable progress. 

With the arrangements made for the religious instruction of the men 
placed under my immediate charge I have every reason to be satisfied, 
and amidst much, anxiety, and some instances of discouragement, I have 
abundant ground of thankfulness to Almighty God for many evidences 
of his blessing attendant on the ministration of his word, and the ordi- 
nances of his worship. 

The governor and deputy-governor are most earnest and diligent m 

D 2 
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watching over tire various departments of the establishment, and evince 
the utmost desire to preserve the strict discipline of the system. 



I have the honour to remain, Sir, 

Yours faithfully and respectfully, 

Gibson Black, Chaplain. 

To H, Hitchiris, Esq., 

Inspector of Government Prisons. 



PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Drumcondra, June, 1853. 

The events of the past year, connected with my experience in the 
discharge of prison duty, admit of no lengthened detail, and are cha- 
racterized by few incidents worthy of special record. Up till the 30th 
of July last I continued as formerly officiating in Smithfield Govern- 
ment Depot, when it pleased his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant to 
have me transferred to Mouutjoy Prison, on the grounds, as stated in 
his Excellency’s communication, sent to me from II. Ilitehins, Esq., 
viz., that “valuable results may not unreasonably be anticipated from 
the adoption in this country of the separate system,” and also, “ the 
importance of bringing to bear in its operation at Mouutjoy Prison 
every possible moral and religious influence.” 

It is but justice to record the strong conviction I had, during my 
continuance in Smithfield Depot, of the order maintained therein, toge- 
ther^ with the personal comfort of the prisoners, under the efficient 
administration of the governor and officers of tiie prison, as far as the 
imperfections of the building, and the system necessarily adopted in 
consequence, allowed. 

As a considerable number of the convicts under nry special charge 
have remained in Smithfield Depot, since my transference to Mouutjoy 
Prison, I kept up a regular Sunday service in the former as well as in 
the new prison, as long as possible, aided by an assistant minister, and 
have by the same agency maintained occasional week-day visitations 
there till the present time. 

As to the system adopted in Mouutjoy Prison for the reformation of 
the convicts, I regret my inability to speak with certainty and satis- 
factmn from personal experience, as, from indisposition, and having 
obtained, by the considerate kindness of H. Ilitehins, Esq., leave of 
absence, my duty in the prison has been discharged for some time past 
by deputy. My decided conviction, however, is, that the separate 
system adopted m Monntjoy Prison, in cascB where the health of the 
prisoner wiil hear the discipline, has special advantages for the reforma- 
joh of offenders, hut only when associated with regular employment in 
the several trades or other occupations suited to the prisoner/ Were 
the men permitted to remain in idleness and solitary silent confinement, 
“ Pushed; all morn and religious appliances would, I fear, 

general utteily fail of good. As man is constituted, habits of 
legular industry, and hope for tlio life that now is, seem to me, as a 

fnd' .1°’, /‘-"m 6 ? lf , n0t f se ,P ara %> connected witli the efficiency 
and success of intellectual and religious instruction, for the renewal as 
we U as the formation of character. Men have bodies as well as souls, 
and ordinary, the interests of the former, to which suitable employ- 
ee la Lr h? t’l 6 i aWe ? dCl1 * 0 ’ if the h V bm Crests of 
xhiffi S SeCm ' e , d 'i ■ Tt Was tllus the Saviour of men 

exhibited alike Ins wisdom and his goodness, in administering relief 
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and comfort to both at the same time. It has always, then, seemed to 

me both wise and good, as a powerful auxiliary to the effectual moral T °p^^^ :NT 

and religious reclamation of the unhappy convict, to afford him suitable 

and regular employment under proper superintendence, and also to 
give him some share even in the profits of his labour. And, perhaps, * 

as transportation to distant colonies has to a large extent diminished, 
and as the condition of the convict liberated in his native land is 
often deplorable and perilous, exposed as he is under the brand of 
shame and ban of exclusion, to overwhelming temptations to fresh 
crime, were the Government to establish in these lands public works 
of national utility, at wbicb liberated convicts would be eligible to 
obtain regular employment and adequate wages, the results might be 
most beneficial, even in a religious point of view, enlistiug in the sup- 
port of morality and religion the principle of hope, which, in its higher 
spiritual character and wider range, occupies so large a space, and 
exerts so salutary an influence on men’s minds in the divine .system ot 
“ the truth as it is in Jesus.” 

William Wilson, 

Presbyterian Chaplain. 

To the Inspector-General of 
Government Prisons. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. Roman Catholic 

Chaplain s 

Mountjoy Government Prison, Report. 
August 22nd, 1853. 

Sib,— -I beg leave to furnish you with my Report for the year 1852. 

908 prisoners were committed to my spiritual care during the course 
of the year. I am happy to he able to state, that their conduct in 
general, was satisfactory. ‘They paid every attention to my instruc- 
tions, and, with few exceptions, seemed anxious to avail themselves of 
the spiritual benefits of my service. I have nothing new to add to the 
observations of last year’s' report, relating to the obstacles to their con- 
version, the causes of their crimes, or their industrial occupations. 

I beg to direct your attention this year also to the deficient and 
unsuitable accommodation of our chapel : I regret that, notwithstand- 
ing your strong recommendation of the necessary alterations, no change 
has been made. As you are aware, the chapel is not at all adapted 
for divine worship according to the rites of the Roman Catholic Church ; 
besides, it is only half the requisite size for the Roman Catholic 

Pr I must express my entire satisfaction with the conduct and exertions 
of all the teachers ; but I would beg leave to recommend Mr. Hickey 
in particular, for your favourable consideration. The length of time 
he has been in the service, his zeal and efficiency as a teacher, his very 
low salary, and his large family, furnish strong claims for an increase 

As you have been pleased to place the school under the superintend- 
ence of the three chaplains, it shall he my pleasing duty to co-operate 
with the Rev. Mr. Black and the Rev. Mr. Wilson, in giving increased 
efficiency to this very important branch of moral reformation. 

I have the honour to remain, Sir, 

Your most obedient, humble servant, 

N. M'Cabe, R. C. Chaplain. 

H. Hitchins, Esq., Inspector-General 
of Government Prisons. 
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SMITHFIELD GOVERNMENT PRISON. 



State of Buildings. 

The buildings are in good and substantial repair. An improved 
system of sewerage lias been adopted 'which has tended to improve 
the sanitary condition of the prison. The insufficiency of its 
storage accommodation will be partially remedied by the pro- 
posed erection of a shed, and raising the roof oyer the present 
kitchen, a measure which I would recommend for his Excel- 
lency’s favourable consideration. But, from the unfavourable 
circumstances of this prison, as fully detailed in my previous 
Reports, it is very desirable that the expenditure, under this 
head, should he limited solely to the maintenance of the premises. 

Conduct of Officers. 

The conduct of the officers during the past year lias been 
satisfactory. Two additional trades’ instructors have been ap- 
pointed, whose services will enable the deputy-governor to ex- 
tend the mamifacturing employment of the prisoners. Tlie in- 
convenience resulting from the residence of the officers without 
the prison walls must seriously affect its discipline and regularity. 

Employment. 

The principal trades carried on here have been slioemaking 
and mat-making. Weaving has been discontinued, and this 
branch of trade transferred to Mountjoy Prison. The general 
results of the industrial employment have been satisfactory. 

Conduct of the Prisoners. 

The Governor reports that the conduct of the prisoners, 
during the past year, afforded him much satisfaction. On re- 
ferring to the Punishment Book it will he seen that none of the 
offences have been of a grave character. Erom this, however, I 
would except one instance, in which three prisoners were guilty 
of highly mutinous conduct — barricading then- cell, for the pirn- 
pose, it is supposed, of ultimately effecting tlieir escape. Thej^ 
received the only punishment which, in the present state of the 
law, could be inflicted on them, viz., a few hours’ detention in a 
solitary cell, a result wholly inadequate to the magnitude of their 
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offence ; as by removing the hoops off the night-buckets they Smithfield 

contrived to arm themselves with deadly weapons, with which 

they endeavoured, on detection, to assault the officers. - — 

Report. 

Health OJ Convicts. Health of 

Convicts. 

The health of the convicts during the past year has been 
good. The improvement in the sanitary state of the prison, 
generally, referred to in the Medical Report for the year 1851, 
is still maintained. Nine prisoners died during the year, but, 
with the exception of two fatal cases of small-pox, and one from 
disease of the brain, the mortality has arisen from pulmonarv 
consumption. His Excellency has every reason to be satisfied 
with the attention and efficiency of the medical officer. 



Dietary. Dietary. 

The dietary recommended by Dr. Brady, in 1850, is still in 
use, and is found satisfactory. 



Expenses of the Prison. E*pense«of 

the Prison. 

The total expenses of this prison, for the past year, amounted 
to £2,957 16s. 6d., being at the rate of about £9 4s. lOd. per 
head, not making allowances, however, for occasional vacancies. 



Disposal of the Prisoners. 



During the past year 499 prisoners were in custody; of these 



were disposed of — 
To County Gaols, . 


. 12 


Discharged, . 


. 5 


,, Spike Island, . 


. 91 


Died, _ . 


9 


,, Newgate, . 


. 29 


Remaining in Custody, . 


. 312 


,, Mount] oy, 
Transported, . 


. 13 


— 


. 28 




499 



Of the above 499 prisoners, 78 were under twenty years of age. 



Disposal of the 
Prisoners. 



Religious and Moral Instruction. Religious and 

Annexed will be found the Reports of the Protestant and Imrt ™ : ' 
Roman Catholic Chaplains on this head. They are satisfactory, 
as showing the attention of the prisoners to these important 
duties, and their desire to profit, even under the unfavourable 
circumstances of a crowded prison, by the ministrations afforded 
to them. The duties of prison chaplains are trying and peculiar, 
calling for the exercise of great discretion and firmness, so as not 
to interfere with the discipline of the prison, or to appear to be 
inattentive to the wants and wishes of the prisoners confided to 
their spiritual charge ; and I have great satisfaction in expressing 
the high opinion which I entertain of the conduct of the chaplains 
in these important points. 
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General Observations. 

In my former Reports 1 have drawn the attention of the Irish 
Government to the unfavourable circumstances of this prison, 
its unfortunate position in a densely crowded and low district 
of the city, its insecurity, and its limited accommodation — 
circumstances which must affect, unfavourably, the discipline, 
health, and moral condition of the convicts. The zeal and 
ability of the governor, Mr. Lamb, and the unceasing attention 
of Mr. Good, the deputy-governor, have served, as far as pos- 
sible, to abate these, evils. But his Excellency should be again 
apprized, that the character of the detention here cannot, by 
possibility, be made deterrent, but is only industrial. 

H. IIitchins, 

Inspector of Government Prisons. 

Government Prisons’ Office, Dublin Castle, 

July, 1853. 
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GOVERNOR'S REPORT. 

Smithfield Government Prison, 
1st April, 1S53. 



SMITHriELD 

Government 

Prison. 

Governor's 

Report. 



Sir, — I have the honour to submit herewith Statistics for year end- 
iug 31st December, 1852, and also the Master of Works’ Statement 
of convict labour, and profits accruing therefrom. 

Since my last Annual Report nothing of moment occurred to draw 
particular attention ; the officers performed their duty steadily and 
attentively ; and the prisoners’ conduct was, with one exception, good. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Tour most obedient servant, 

John* Lamb, Governor. 

To Inspector-General of Government Prisons. 

Dublin Castle. 



Statement of tlie number of Convicts in custody, committed and dis- Statistics. 
posed of, for one year, commencing 1st January, and ending 31st of 
December, 1 852. 

1st January, 1852, in custody, 304 

Committed for one year, ending 3 1st Pee., 1852, . 195 



Committed from County Gaols, 
,, Newgate. 

,, Richmond, 

,, Military, . 



499 

120 

28 

43 

4 



HOW DISPOSED OF. 
To County Gaols, .... 

,, Spike Island, .... 

,, Newgate, 

,, Mountjov, 

,, “ Lord Dalliousie,” Convict Ship, 

Discharged 

Died, 



1 - 
91 
29 
13 
28 
5 
9 



187 

Remain in custody, 31st December, 1852, . 312 



SENTENCES. 

5 years, .... 


1 


r ..... • 


86 


10 „ 


. 85 


14 ,, 


8 


15 „ 


. 13 


21 „ 


1 


Life, 


1 


Roman Catholic, 


195 


Protestants, 




Presbyterians, . 







— 


499 






AGES. 






14 years and under 16, 




9 


16 


„ 20, 




. 69 


20 


„ 30, 




. 76 


30 


„ 40, 




. 22 


40 


„ 50, 




. 14 


50 


,, 60, 




5 








195 






130 






. 


50 






. . . 


15 








195 





Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Smithfield 

Government 

Prison. 

Governor’s 

Report. 



50 Annual Report of the Inspector 

CRIME. 



Arson, . . . . 1 

Appearing armed, and assaulting 
a Dwelling-house, ... 6 

Assault and Robbery, . . 4 

Assault to endanger Life, . 2 

Bigamy, 2 

Burglary, . ... .20 

Burglary and Robbery, . . 14 

Cattle Stealing, ... 5 

Cow Stealing, . . . .13 

Felony, 3 

Forgery, ..... 1 

House Breaking, ... 1 

House Robbery, ... 2 

Highway Robbery, ... 4 

Horse Stealing, . . 4 

Having a stolen Bank Bill in 
possession, .... 1 

Illegally entering a Shop, . . 1 

Killing Sheep, .... 1 

Larceny, 53 

Larceny from Person, . . 6 

Larceny from Shop, ... 1 

Larceny and Burglary, . . 10 



Lamb Stealing, . 1 

Malicious Assault, 1 

Obtaining Money under false pre- 
tences, 3 

Pig Stealing, .... 1 

Robbery, 2 

Robbery of Money, ... 1 

Receiving Stolen Goods, . . 5 

Sacrilege, 1 

Setting tire to Wheat, . . 2 

Stealing Wheat, ... 2 

Shooting at, .... 2 

Sheep Stealing, . . .10 

Stealing Wearing Apparel, . 4 

Vagrancy, 1 

191 

MILITARY. 

Desertion, . . . 2 

Desertion and making away with 
necessaries, ; 1 

Violence to Superior Officer, . 1 



195 



Report of Smithfield Government Prison School, for the Year 
ending December 31, 1852. 



The total number of Convicts who attended School during the year was 250 
The average number of Convicts in daily attendance at School during 

the year was 104 

The number of Convicts' who occasionally attended School, hut who 
were chiefly employed at Trades and Mat-making, including those 
who were a short time in Smithfield Government Prison, was . 58 



Mo3t of these made some progress, and some made considerable proficiency in 
their respective classes. 

The maximum of time during which the senior classes attended School during 
the year, did not exceed Thirty minutes daily. 

The junior classes were not in attendance more than Fifteen minutes daily. 

The Classification and Proficiency of Convicts in attendance at 
School, during the Year, stated as follows ; — 



1 

o 

IS 

55 


Classes 

Commenced. 


i 

8 

j= 

o 

,n 


Advanced through early ] 

Spelling. 1 


Advanced through early 1 

Reading. | 


U) 

1 


a§ 
o a 

n3r2 

B 


Read the Rule of Proportion 1 
or Rule of Three. | 


Read the Higher Rules of I 
Arithmetic. j 


Occasion- 
ally at 
School — 
chiefly at 


A short time in Prison. 


s 

o 

H 


IS 

1 

r3 

< 


'E. o 

a g 

W -g 

jgrt 

TJ 

s i 

K p< 


Trades. 


B* 

i 

a 

rt 

a 


1 


The Alphabet, 


36 


15 


15 


















o 


Early Spelling, 


58 




44 


8 


_ 






] 








3 


Early Reading, 


99 


- 


_ 


66 


8 


_ 




8 


ii 






4 


Reading & Writing, 


50 


- 


- 


_ 


18 


8 


4 


7 








5 


Simple Rules of \ 


























Arithmetic, j 




— 


~ 


- 


- 


2 


3 


1 


— 


_ 


G 


6 


Rule of Proportion, 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


1 


* 


Total, . ’ . 


250 


15 


59 


74 


26 


10 


8 

' 


17 


20 . 


21 


260 



J. G. O’Neill, Teacher. 
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Annual Return. — Expense of Materials for Employment of Prisoners. Work Manufactured, Disposed of for Cask, Prison use 
and Value, in Store and Value. December 31, 1852. 



. Materials recoiled. 


Valuo of Materials 


Work manufactured performed, Sco. 


Cashra'ired. 


pn TJE 


In Sforo. 
Value. 


Coir, Yarn, Woollen Yam, &c., . 

Cloth, Frieze, Trimmings, &c., .... 

Leather, Findings, &c., 

Bass, Stocks, & 

Twino, Line, 

Timber, Tools, &c 

Tin, Solder, Wire, Tools, &e 

Iron, Coke, Tools, Ac 

: Knitting Yarn, &c„ 

Lime, Paints, Oil, Pipe Clay, Black Lead, &c., . 


£ s. it. 

302 12 S 
94 0 3 

15 6 2 
51 5 10 
14 11 10 
14 18 3 
17 0 3 


Matmaking, 

Tailoring, 

Slioemnking, .... 

Brushes and Brooms, 

Netmaking, 

Carpentry, 

Tin Ware, 

Smiths and Nailers, 

Knitting, .... 

Engraving, 

General Employments, . 


£ s. ll. 

’ 83 12 9 
67 8 2$ 
96 1 74 

24 14 7 
8 14 04 
3 3 1 

0 18 64 


£ s. d. 
11 18 4 
182 12 9 

8 12 9 
29 7 1 
5 10 0 
23 0 6 
20 10 1 


£ S. d. 

659 15 7 
137 9 1 
49 14 0 
46 4 7 
5 15 4 
22 17 5 
26 18 2 
5 15 7 
1 4 0 


By Balance, being Profit on Prisoners’ Labour, . 


1,432 2 7 
573 11 4 


Sold for Cash, 

Prison Articles supplied and Work 

Value of Stock in Store, Work sold 
and not Paid for, 

Deduct Stock remaining, 31st De- 
cember, 1851, .... 


1,631 13 1 
399 9 6 
955 13 9 

981 2 5 


399 9 6 


956 13 9 




2,005 13 11 




2,005 13 11 







Francis Goon, Deputy-Governor and Master of Works. 
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Smithfield 
Government 
. Prison. 

Protestant 

Chaplain's 

Report. 



Roman Catholic 

Chaplain’s 

Report. 



PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

In presenting a Report of tire department of Smithfield Government 
Prison which is entrusted to me, I must observe, that no striking inci- 
dents or very peculiar circumstances can he expected to appear in such 
a statement. It would be undesirable to give details of individual 
cases ; and the aspect in which human nature is presented to us in such 
an establishment exhibits a great uniformity of exterior. I have 
generally visited the prison, during the year 1852, four times (never 
less than thrice) in each week. The conduct of the men during Divine 
Service has been marked by a steadiness and attention equalling that 
of any, and, perhaps, exceeding that of some, of the congregations in 
our parish churches. For week-day instruction, I have divided them 
into classes, with each of whom I hold conversational meetings ; leading 
them to speak freely to me, as well as to hear from me. And after 
each such meeting, 1 afford opportunity, for each to speak with me in- 
dividually and privately. This system, I have found, to have been 
attended with results exceeding my expectations, and I feel it to ho 
much preferable to any stated service or lecture. The number of sick 
under my care has been, and is, gradually increasing ; not from any 
unhealthiness among the inmates of this prison, hut from the fact that 
many, if not all prisoners, whose health has been impaired by solitary 
confinement, in Mountjoy Government Prison, are sent to Smithfield 
Prison ; and thus the care of an extra number of sick devolves oil me. 
In addition to this, the Presbyterian chaplain has been removed from 
this prison, while members of that Church still continue to he confined 
here. Consequently, I have the charge of the sick, as well as the 
healthy Presbyterian prisoners, who, indeed, receive very kindly my 
ministrations, as far as the difference of our respective Churches permits. 
During the year 1852, as in the eight preceding years, I have expe- 
rienced the utmost possible attention, and every facility, in ministering 
to those committed to my charge, from the governor and deputy- 
governor, and, indeed, from every officer of the establishment. 

Thomas R. Shore, Protestant Chaplain, 
Smithfield Government Prison. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

St. Paul’s Arran-qnay, June 28, 1853. 

, ver y great pleasure in submitting for your consideration, 

the following remarks on Smithfield Government Prison 
. In tie first place, casting an eye over the year 1852, and consider- 
ing the deportment of the convicts, of whom 260 were under my care 
I have every reason to be thankful to the “ Author of every good and 
perfect gift, who has blessed my weak efforts, and caused the seed sown 
m His name to fructify. 

As you are aware, the punishments for the past year, were, indeed, 
very few, and for offences which may he looked on as trifling We 
must be surprised at the success of the entire system adopted in Smith- 
field, when we reflect on the limited space of the establishment. It 
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ofteu cheers me when X see so many persons of the convict class live Smubfield 
together in peace anil harmony. The exertions of the vigilant antlio- °putscc.\ NT 

rities in the prison to keep them at constant employment, tend, in no 

small degree, to effect this desirable state of things. 

It affords me unqualified gratification to inform you, that the prison- Report." 1 S 
ers. under my charge evince a sincere desire of reforming their conduct, 
and becoming good members of society. They have all, without an 
exception, complied with their paschal communion. 

If my prison labours have their bitters. I assure you. Sir, they have 
also their sweets. What can be conceived more delightful to a Christian 
minister, than to behold the prodigal returning to his God, with a heart 
crushed with grief, and with tears gushing down those cheeks, palo 
and emaciated from the school of vice. 

Permit me now, in the name of the Catholic prisoners of Smithfield, 
to tender their sincere thanks for your great kindness in ordering them 
religious books, which they read with very great profit. 

I need not remark to you, Sir, the happy influence religion exercises 
over the minds of prisoners. Uo sooner does the prisoner hearken to the 
sweet voice of religion, than he feels his heart relieved of a burden, 
which often convinced him that there is a bitter ingredient- in every cup 
of forbidden pleasure ; his spirits regain the buoyancy of childhood, 
and raising his soul to God, he exclaims, “ Blessed be the Lord that I 
was arrested iu my sinful career : infinitely better to be suffering 
within these prison walls, than enduring in hell, for an endless eternity', 
the punishments my sins deserve.” Thus, religion guiding bis footsteps, 
he hears all his trials aud privations with perfect resignation, he becomes 
contented, satisfied with his fate— attends to his employment, and is 
obedient to his officers. Many cases of this description I have had the 
happiness of witnessing. 

It is needless for me to state, that, my labours were cheered by your 
promptitude, in placing withiu my reach whatever tended to enlighten 
the mind, or brighten up the dark aud dreary cell of the unfortunate 



convict, 

I will now beg to direct your kind attention to the state ot 
our secular instruction. Yon are aware that we have not a school- 
room, and hence the schoolmaster is obliged to collect a few around 
him ; it is evideut that such a system can he productive of very little 

"permit me to express my conviction, that it would be most desirable 
to set apart, for juvenile convicts, some prison where the greater part 
of each day should be devoted to religious and secular instruction. 

There is another subject which I could not conscientiously pass over. 
Every one acquainted with prison life must know, that the eye of an 
officer, if possible, should ho fixed continually on his charge; one bad 
companion may spread the most baneful contagion — may corrupt, by 
his pernicious example, those who had been going on well. \i hen, let 
me ask can this ruin of souls be effected ? Undoubtedly, when the eye 
of a superior cannot be fixed on them, when they are locked up three 
or four in the same cell. I do pray that Almighty God may spare you, 
that in addition to the many benefits you have conferred on the out- 
casts of society, you may be instrumental in establishing such a system 
in all our prisons, that only one prisoner shall be allowed to occupy any 

Having expressed my sentiments on whatever I believe useful to cor- 
rect, allow me to assure you, that I would he doing violence to my 
feelings, were I to omit this opportunity of recording my unfeigned 
thanks to our excellent Governor, Mr. Lamb, not merely for the courtesy 
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Sjiithfield displayed towards myself, but also for bis mild and humane treatment 
Government of the prisoners, wlio look up to him as a father — who obey him with- 
out a murmur. 

Roman Catholic 1 have tlie honour to he, Sir, 

Chaplain's Your obedient servant, 

’ Report ' Thomas Grimley, Catholic Chaplain. 

Henry M. Hitchins, Esq. 



Medical 
Officer's Report. 



MEDICAL OFFICER'S REPORT. 



Sir, I have the honour to submit my Report on the sanitary state 

of Smithfield Government Prison for the year 1852. 

The following tabular statement presents a general view of the 
movement in the prison hospital during the year : — 



Number of patients in hospital, Jan. 1, 1852, from former year, 34 
Number admitted 6iuce, to 31st of December, inclusive, . . 284 



Total under treatment during the year, 318 

Of these there were discharged, 278 

Died, 9 

Remaining in hospital, 1st of January, 1853, . . . .31 



318 



The different forms of diseases, with which the patients admitted in 
the year were affected, are shown in the subjoined table ; — 



Fever, 


. 12 


Ophthalmia, 


29 


Small-pox, 


. . 2 


Scrofula, . 


. 49 


Inflammation of the Lungs, . 5 


Dyspepsia, 


. 13 


Bronchitis, 


. 19 


Itch, 


8 


Catarrh, . 


. 91 


Piles, 


3 


Consumption, . 


. 13 


Sprains, . 


• . 5 


Diarrhoea, 


. 19 







Dropsy, 


3 




284 


Rheumatism, 


. 13 







The . following^ table exhibits the ages, the date of conviction, of 
admission to hospital, and of death, the duration of residence in hospital, 
and the diseases of the patients that died. 



I? 

I 




| -rfr 


Dale or 
Conviction. 


Date of admUslou 
to Hospital. 


Dato of Death. 


a 

ft 

is 

'A 


5107 


T.R, 


24 


July24, 1849. 


Dec. 27, 1851, 


Mar. 27, 1852, 


91 


6256 


J.M. 


18 


June25,1851. 


Apl.21,1852, 


April 2G, „ 


6 


6192 


[P.H. 


19 


Dec. 5,1850, 


Mar. 5, ,, 




77 


5648 


T.C. 


15 


Jan. 2, 1849, 


Dec. 1,1851, 


May 24, ,, 


175 


6035 


T.Q. 


17 


Dec.30,1850, 


Apl.16,1852, 


June 1, ,, 


46 


6190 


P.R. 


22 


Junel9, ,, 


Mar. 1, ,, 




101 


6451 


J.C. 


20 


Oct. 14, 1851, 


Sept. 8, ,, 


Sept.26, ,, 


18 


6311 


J.t. 


26 


Oct.22,1849, 


Mar. 6, ,, 




289 


4959 


T.K. 


23 


June 22, ,, 


June 12 , ,, 


Dec. 24, ,' 


195 



Consumption. 

Small-pox. 

Consumption. 

Disease of brain 
Consumption. 
Small-pox. 
Consumption. 



1° ™y report for 1851, it was shown, from a comparison of the 
hospital returns for that year with those of the three years preceding 
that a marked improvement was manifest in the health of the convicts 
committed in the year, and in the sanitary state of the Prison gene- 
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rally. This improvement lias been fully maintained during the past 
year. The number of admissions to hospital, "which in 1851 amounted 
to 416, has been only 284 in 1852 • and, besides, the sickness of the 
latter period has been, for the most part, of a milder character. With 
the exception of the two fatal cases of small-pox, no febrile, and scarcely 
any acute disease of a very serious nature occurred ; and, on the other 
band, a considerable proportion of the cases admitted, such as those regis- 
tered as catarrh, dyspepsia, &c., were slight ailments, and scarcely re- 
quiring residence iu hospital for their treatment, except for the reasons 
set forth in my last Report, namely, that the early removal of patients 
to hospital, even for slight complaints, appears to be the most judicious 
course to adopt in a convict prison ; as, by this means, many attacks 
of sickness are probably cut short by a few days’ rest in hospital on 
restricted diet, which might have become serious if the patient were 
submitted to the ordinary prison discipline ; and besides, this prompt 
admission to hospital has proved a most effective means of detecting 
•and discouraging maliv.gerers. 

With the exception of the two deaths from small-pox, and one from 
scrofulous disease of the brain, all the mortality of the year occurred 
from pulmonary consumption, 

I have only to add, that the serious sickness of the past year was 
confined to a small proportion of the prison population, and occured 
chiefly in those who were committed in bad health ; but the great ma- 
jority of the convicts were not only free from disease, but exhibited a 
degree of vigour and activity that reflects great credit on the general 
management of the establishment. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Yours faithfully, 

Thomas Beady, Medical Attendant. 

H. Hitchins, Esq., 

Inspector-General of Government Prisons. 



Smithfield 

Government 

Prison. 

Medical 
Officer' sReport. 
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Newgate 

Government 

Prison. 



NEWGATE GOVERNMENT PRISON. 



Report. 
State of the 
Buildings. 



State of the Buildings. 

The buildings throughout are in good and substantial repair. 
No alterations or additions have been made under this head during 
the past year, except to connect the towers with the corridors; 
thus securing an effective watch at all parts. This, w'ith the 
ordinary and current repairs of the buildings, has been effected 
wholly by convict labour. The repairs of the roof, referred 
to by the governor, were necessarily carried on by hired labour. 



Conduct of tie Conduct of the Officers. 

Officers. 

The conduct of the officers has been such as to entitle them 
to much consideration. Besides the ordinary duties devolving 
on them, as discipline officers, they have superintended the dif- 
ferent trades carried on in the prison, and with much efficiency. 



Number and Number and Disposal of the Prisoners. 

Disposal of th« 

Prisoners. In custody, during the year 1852, 518; of which number 
213 were disposed of as follows: — 



Removed to Comity Gaols, .*.... 1 

Do. Government Depots and Lunatic Asylum, 183 

Transported, .14 

Died in Hospital .13 

Sentences Commuted and Discharged, ■ . . . 2 



213 



Remaining in Custody, 1st January, 1853, . . . 300 



Health of the Health of the Convicts. 

Convicts. 

From tbe uniform temperature of the prison, arising from 
its massive construction, and the constant employment of the 
prisoners, the health of the convicts lias generally been good. 
The exception referred to by the medical officer would appear 
to arise from the reception of invalids from other prisons. There 
were twelve deaths, of which seven resulted from consump- 
tion. Dr. Brady's Report is annexed. 



Eipen.es of Expenses of the Prison. 

the Prison. 

The total expenditure of the prison, for the last year, has 
amounted to £2,724 4s. id . ; so that the net cost of each convict 
(assuming the maintenance of its full number) does not exceed 
£9 14 8. Id. per head. 
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Conduct of the Prisoners. Newgate 

GOYEICiMEST 

The prisoners have conducted themselves vvi tli propriety and Pmsox. 

diligence. They have been almost uniformly obedient ami Re\wt. 
attentive to the orders of the officers. Their progress in hulas- ,1m 

trial training has been most satisfactory. 

Beligious and General Instruction. Religious and 

General 

The Rev. Mr. M'Caun, the Catholic Chaplain, reports favour- instruction, 
ably of the attention paid by the prisoners to their religions 
duties. He attends regularly on each Sunday, and twice during 
the week, for religious instruction. His attention to the invalids 
of the hospital is very praiseworthy. As the inmates of the prison 
are wholly of the Roman Catholic persuasion, it has not been 
deemed necessary to appoint a separate Protestant Chaplain. 

The school is held daily. The progress of the juveniles is pro- 
mising. 

General Observations. Gener.1 

Observations. 

The condition of the prison is, in most respects, satisfactory. 
Notwithstanding the defects of its original- construction, which 
cannot possibly he wholly obviated, the arrangements are such 
as to secure a constant and regular supervision, and the whole 
establishment is conducted with strict regard to discipline, and an 
efficient course of industrial training. This is, in a great degree, 
due to the ability of the late deputy-governor, Mr. Ilogreve, 
whose experience as vice-guardian has enabled him, under the 
direction of the governor, to classify the prisoners, and to adjust 
the general routine of the prison, so as to secure these satisfactory 
results. But even here, as in Smitlifield and other “associated” 
convict depots in this country, the character of the detention is 
less penal than industrial. 

II. Hitchins, 

Inspector of Government Prisons. 

Government Prisons’ Office, Dublin Castle, 

July, 1858. 



E 
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Newgate 

Government 

Prison. 



GOVERNOR’S REPORT. 



Governor's 

Report. 



Newgate Government Prison, 
April 6, 1S53. 

Sib, — I have the honour to submit my Report on the state and 
management of this prison for the year ended 31st December last. 

The buildings are in fair and substantial repair. No alterations of 
any importance have been made, excepting the construction of wooden 
bridges across the south-western tower, in the second and third stories, 
which completes the passage communication all round the prison, from 
the hospital to the bakery tower. The old roof has been removed 
from the north-western range of the building, and replaced by a new 
one, with fresh rafters ; a work of great necessity, and executed at but, 
trifling cost. 

The main sewers have been opened and cleansed several times during 
the year ; they are constantly, at regular hours of tlie day and night, 
flushed with water from the yard-troughs, thus keeping them in a clear 
and wholesome condition. 

The employment of the convicts has been regular and productive ; 
the details of the master of works appear in the “Annual Return” 
hereto annexed. 

The bakery lias been worked with as much success as the extraordi- 
nary high prices of flour during the autumn and winter months would 
allow ; but the profits derivable from this source are only trifling, by 
reason of the small quantity of bread required for tlie Grangegornmn 
and Smithfield prisons. The same labour would be sufficient for sup- 
plying Mountjoy Prison with bread, if such a measure were approved 
of and adopted. 

The accommodation has been increased from 2S0 to 300 convicts, 
which should, even under the existing pressure on prison accommoda- 
tion, be considered as the maximum for Newgate, having due regard to 
the health and other sanitary requirements of the prisoners. 

Mr. Hogreve, deputy-governor, having been appointed to be deputy- 
governor at Philipstown Government Prison, was succeeded on 1st 
July last by Mr. Curtis, from the Mountjoy Prison. 

All the arrangements of the prison, as regards tlie buildings, repairs, 
and trades’ expenditure, have been conducted with the strictest ob- 
servance of economy. 



I have the honour to he, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

rn, t . ,, , John Lmu, Governor, 

llie Inspector-General of Government 



Prisons, Dublin Castle. 
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Statement of tlie Number of Convicts in custody, committed and dis- Newgate 
posed of, &c., for one year, commencing January ], and ending G °p®^“ ENT 
December 31, 1852. _* 

111 custody 1st January, 1852, 238 Statistics. 

Committed from County Gaols during the year, 183 
,, Smitkfield Government Prison, 28 

,, Richmond ditto, . . 14 

,, Mountjoy ditto, . . 19 

,, Ennis ditto, . . 30 

,, Gibraltar, (a lunatic), . . 1 

Committed for the year ended Dec. 31, 1852, 275 



HOW DISPOSED OF. 



Removed to County Gaols, .... l 

,, Spike Island Government Prison, . 109 

,, Smithfleld ditto, ... 28 

,, Mountjoy ditto, ... 38 

,, Maryboro* ditto, ... 3 

,, Philipstown ditto, ... (» 

,, Ship, “Lord Dalhousie.” . . 14 

,, Lunatic Asylum, .... 1 

Died in hospital, l-» 

Sentences commuted and discharged, . . 2 

213 

Remaining in custody Dec. 31, 1852: — 

Convicted in the year 1847, .... 2 

„ 1848 1 

„ 1849, .... 30 

1S50, .... 75 

1851, .... 77 

,, 1852, .... 115 



300 



513 





AGES OF CONVICTS. 




SENTENCES. 




10 vrs. and under 16 yrs., 


43 


For 7 years, . 


255 


16 


„ 20 ,, 


212 


10 ,, . 


226 


20 


„ 30 „ 


185 


12 „ 


1 


30 


,, 40 ,, 


45 


14 ,, 


7 


40 


„ 50 ,, 


19 


15 ,, 


21 


50 


,, 60 ,, 


8 


Life, 


3 


60 and upwards, 


1 


Total, . 


513 




Total, . 


513 







Armed by night, 

Assault and Robbery, 

,, Malicious, 
Assaulting Dwelling, 
Assault to endanger Life, 

, , and Rape, 

Administering Unlawful O 
Altering Stolen Bank Dral 
Arson, 

Burglary, . 

. , and Robbery, 
Cattle Stealing, 

Conspiracy to Murder, 
Coining and having Mould 
Escaping from Prison, 
Felony, 

Felonious Assault, 

Fowl Stealing, . 

Horse Stealing, . 
Embezzlement, . 

Larceny, . 

Lamb Stealing, . 





% 1 




2 i 




8 1 




6 S 




2 ; 




2 ! 


lath, 


2 | 


ft, 


1 1 




9 | 




77 j 
46 i 




64 j 




1 | 


s, 


4 ! 




1 




22 ! 




1 | 




6 




6 




2 1 




109 




4 ; 



CRIMES. 

2 I Manslaughter, .... 
2 | Obtaining Money under False 

8 j Pretences, .... 

5 j Pig Stealing, .... 

2 j Picking Pockets, 

2 ! Plundering Oatmeal, . 

2 | Robbery from Person, 

1 1 Ditto Dwelling, . 

9 i Receiving Stolen Goods, . 

77 i Riot and Assault, 



Shooting at, with intent, 
Highway Robbery, . 
Killing Sheep, . 



Fraud and Forgery, . 
Stealing an Ass, _ . 

Uttering Forged Note: 
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MEDICAL OFFICER'S REPORT. 

Sir, — I have tlie honour to submit my Report on Newgate Govern- 
ment Prison for the j r ear 1852, C 

The following presents a general view of the movement in the hospital 
during the year : — 



Newgate 

Government 

Prison. 

Medical 

ficefslieport. 



Number of patient? in hospital 1st January, 1332, from former 

year, 

Number admitted since, to 3 1st December, inclusive, 

Total uiuler treatment during year, 



Of these there were discharged, 

Died 

Remaining in hospital 1st January, 1 .353, 



12 

271 



259 

12 

12 



The subjoined table specifies tlie diseases with which the patients 
admitted in the year were affected : — 



Fever, .... 
Bronchitis, 

Catarrh, 

Influenza, 

Inflammation of Lungs, 

Consumption, 

Dysentery, 

Diarrhcea, 



13 

30 



21 

6 

43 



Dyspepsia, 
Itfieumatisnr 
Ophthalmia, 
Scrofula, . 

Paralysis, 

Sprains and slight ac« 



9 

39 

16 ' 

as 



iJc-nts, 14 
271 



The following table exhibits the ages, the date of conviction, of ad- 
mission to hospital, and of death, the duration of residence in hospital, 
and the diseases of the patients that died : — 



'A 


71 

si i 

T 1 


i 

1 

i 


Date of 

Conviction. ] 

1 




T. M. 


19 ! 


•T;ui. 13,1051, ! 


7151 


F.M. 


16 


June 28, „ ! 


931 


P. G. 


17 


Dec. 80, 105(1, 


920 


P. M. 


17 


June25, 1849, j 


974 


J. N. 


42 


Dec. 31,1850.! 


742 


M.F. 


20 


Mar. 5,1649,: 


932 


W.P. 


25 


Dec. 81, 1350. 


810 


J. B. 


19 


June 25, 1849, 


704 


J. B. 


20 


Jan. 3,1851, 


1055 


J. C. 


i» 


Oct. 16,1850, 


793 


| O.K. 


,18 


Jan. 3,1051. 


766 


IT. D. 


! 20 


July 28, „ 



„ 

May 1, 
Apt. 15, 



26, 
i Nov. 24, 



i „ 23. . 
, May 3. . 
: July 1. 
Aug. 17, i 
; Sep. 20. 

] Oct. U, 

„ 30, 

Dec. 15, 

„ 18, 



03 Consumption. 
123 Chronic 

, Dysentery. 

26 Consumption. 
39 Consumption. 

7 I Paralysis. 

77 Consumption. 
167 i Consumption. 
256 , Dropsy, Disease' 
of Sidneys. 
123 ; Consumption. 
13 j Inflammation 
of Lungs. 

50 ! Softening of 
Brain. 

24 ' Consumption. 



The sickness in this prison during the past year was of a moie 
severe character than in the associated prison ofSnnthheld ; the pel 
ceutage mortality on the cases treated to a termination, shows also a. 
higher figure, being nearly 4^ (4'4) per cent, for this prison, and only 
3-1 for Smithfield. This difference is chiefly attributable to the acci- 
dental circumstance, that, in consequence of the increase of neepmmo- 
dation in Newgate, the number of convicts committed there iu F°= tl ’® 
- year exceeded by 80 those committed to Smithfield, and that in the.e 
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recent committals tliere are usually to be found some individuals 
broken down in health by previous sickness. Besides, the hospital 
accommodation at this prison being more limited than at Smithfield, it 
is not possible to carry out, to any great extent, the plan adopted there 
with such advantage, of removing to hospital the slighter cases of sick- 
ness that ocenr, the admission of which would have the effect of lowering 
the per centage mortality of the cases treated; and therefore no exact 
comparison can be instituted in this respect between the two prisons. 

The great majority of the prisoners in Newgate, and especially those 
who have been resident there for some length of time, present the same 
appearance of health and vigour that has been remarked in the convicts 
at Smithfield, which may fairly be attributed to their having had during 
the year the advantages of the improved Smithfield dietary, and of 
similar sanitary arrangements. 

I have the honour to he, Sir, 

Faithfully yours, 

Thomas Brady, 

Medical Attendant, 

H. Hitchins, Estp, 

Inspector-General of Government 
Prisons. 



HOMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Presbytery, R. C. Church of St. Michan, 
June 13, 1853. 

Sir, — In conformity with the annual custom, I have much pleasure 
in stating, that the moral and religious conduct of the Roman Catholic* 
convicts under my spiritual charge in the Newgate depot is such as 
enables me to report most favourably of them. 

It has been to me a subject of sincere gratification to find in them 
so attentive a congregation, and one at all times so ready to receive 
instruction. 

Their deportment, I am happy to say, continues to he quiet, orderly, 
and respectful. 

. Touching the importance of affording the convicts the means of a 
right and useful employment of their leisure hours, I would lmmhly 
suggest the advantage of increasing the number of historical and reli- 
gious works in the prison library. 

This would hare the effect not only of withdrawing them from the 
danger of idleness, hut of improving them in every respect, by storing 
their minds with useful information. ° 

And here I gladly avail myself of the opportunity to express my 
gratitude for the readiness and liberality with which my suggestions in 
this matter have hitherto been met. 

Finally, I hare much gratification iu reporting that all have gladly 
availed themselves of my ministry ; and further, that they have in every 
respect given very general satisfaction. J 

I Lave tLe honour to remain. Sir, 

! our very obedient, humble servant, 

J . 0. M'Gann, 

H. Hitchins, Esq. E ° mau CatMc Gha P iail >- 
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PHILIPSTOWN GOVERNMENT PRISON. 



Buildings. 

This prison consists of the old gaol of the King’s county, sold 
to the Government by the Grand Jury at a nominal price, and 
the premises lately occupied as a cavalry barrack, which have 
been placed at the disposal of the Irish Government by the Ord- 
nance department. To adapt the premises for convict purposes 
very extensive alterations and additions were necessary; they 
will be found detailed in the report of Mr. Hogreve annexed. 
With a view of reducing the expense, it was suggested that all 
these alterations should be effected, where practicable, by convict 
labour, as had been already done in Newgate. For this purpose 
the Treasury granted a sum of £2,000. The repairs could have 
been performed for even less than this moderate sum, had it not 
been found necessary to take down the exterior wall and rebuild 
it. from its foundation, thus increasing the expense to the 
extent of £1,000. It has also been found necessary to provide 
accommodation for the military guard within the prison walls ; a 
measure which has also tended to increase the expenditure on 
account of “ buildings.” With the exception of the exterior wall, 
and repairing the roofing of the old gaol, all the works have been 
performed by convicts, under circumstances very favourable as to 
cost. A verv extensive system of sewerage has been laid out, 
and measures are in progress for the erection of a chapel and 
school-house and various out-offices required. Tenders have 
been issued for the erection of a corrugated iron workshop in 
which the prison trades will be carried on. 

Accommodation. 

The accommodation of this prison, originally designed for 560 
convicts, has been reduced to 400 by the necessary appropriation 
of a portion of it to the military guard. The area within the 
prison walls, amounting to five acres, will enable the prison autho- 
rities to erect additional buildings, and, if required, to increase 
the accommodation to 800 ; hut as the temu'e of the barrack is 
uncertain, and liable at any time to resumption by the Ordnance. 
I would suggest that before such extension was resolved on, 
measures should he adopted for purchasing the interest of the 
premises from that department. 

Suitable residences have also been provided for the governor, 
deputy-governor, and other officers. 
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Diet. 

The dietary adopted in this depot is that, in use in the Dublin 
prisons. 

Looking, however, to the character and amount of the labour 
performed here, it will be expedient to increase the dietary, so as 
to secure a reasonable amount of physical exertion on the part of 
the convicts, a rule which might with advantage be adopted in 
all prisons in which public works are carried on. 

Religious Training. 

The chaplains report favourably of the state of mind of the 
prisoners committed to their charge; hut the occupation of this 
depot has been too recent to afford them an opportunity of 
carrying out any regular system of religious and moral instruc- 
tion. The absence of a suitable place of worship has also led to 
much embarrassment and irregularity, which will he obviated on 
the completion of the proposed church. 



of _ Employment of Prisoners. 

The prisoners hitherto employed here have been entirely 
allocated on the works of the prison, and have been selected for 
that purpose from Spike Island, Mountjoy, and other convict 
prisons. The quantity as well as the quality of their work has 
given much satisfaction ; but a great drawback in this respect 
has been experienced from the delay in the completion of tho 
external wall ; thus limiting the labour of the prisoners to that 
portion of the premises forming the boundaries of the old gaol. 

From the proximity of this prison to Dublin and the facilities 
of water carriage which exist, the Grand Canal passing within 
a few yards of the prison gate, it is proposed to convert it into 
a manufacturing depot, and to confine the labour of the convicts 
to tailoring, shoemaking, and mat-making ; the cost of carriage 
to Dublin by canal being very trifling. 



Staff. 

The staff consists of the following 
Governor. 

Deputy-Governor. 

Resident Surgeon. 

2 Chaplains. 

Engineer. 

Clerk. 

Storekeeper. 

Head Warder. 



Gate-porter. 

16 Warders. 

4 Trades Instructors. 

Schoolmaster. 

Watchman. 

Hospital Attendant. 
Cook. 

Baker. 



Of whom the majority hare been transferred from other prisons. 
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Conduct of O'Jicers. 

The conduct of the officers has been satisfactory. 

General Observations. 

The application of convict labour for the erection of buildings General Otaer- 

# 1 1 , . vations. 

at. Pliilipstown lias proved very successful. On an inspection 
made tliis day (30tli May, 1S53) I find that out of 80 convicts 
detained in the prison ; 52 are employed on prison works, viz. : — 



Carpenters, 10 

Painters, 3 

Masons, 13 

Masons’ Labourers. . . . ... .22 



It is difficult to determine the exact value of their labour, but 
the clerk of the works will , at the close of the repairs, be prepared 
to submit a statement of it. These results must not, however, 
be taken to form a precedent, or considered to bo generally ap- 
plicable to all the Irish depots ; and it. must he borne in mind 
that the prisoners detained here have been specially selected for 
the employments in which they are occupied; and that under 
existing circumstances any general system of employment of Irish 
convicts must necessarily involve their occupation in manufac- 
tures and in agricultural pursuits as well as others ; the appro- 
priation to public works being necessarily limited to a mere 
section of the convict establishment. 

H. Hitchins, 

Inspector of Government Prisons. 

Government Prisons’ Office, Dublin Castle. 

July, 1853. 
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GOVERNOR’S REPORT. 



Governor J s 
Report. 



Philipstown Government Prison, 
July 1, 1853. 



Sir, — I Lave tlie honour of submitting to your notice my Report for 
the year ending the 31st December, 1852. 

Having been appointed Governor to this convict depot on the 1st 
June, 1S52, 1 arrived here about the middle of the month. 

Under the superintendence of Mr. Hogreve, deputy-governor, and 
master of works, the old gaol was put in order as speedily as possible 
for the reception of the convicts, which was accomplished in the early 
part of December. 

On the 15th of December I received from Mountjoy three male con- 
victs, and six from Newgate ; and on the 16th, eleven from Trim County 
Gaol, and eleven from Spike Island Convict Depot. 

These convicts were constantly employed in putting into order the 
interior of the building, which was in a very bad state. Prom the date 
of their arrival to the 31st of December, I had every reason to he 
satisfied with the behaviour of the prisoners, there being no defaulters 
during that period. 

The officers under my charge were particularly attentive to their 
duties, and well conducted. 

I have now nothing further to add, as the time was so very short, 
from the date of their arrival to the closing the year. 

I have the honour to remain, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Henry Evans, Governor. 

The Inspector-General, Government 
Prisons, Castle, Dublin. 



Master of 
Works' Report 



MASTER OP WORKS’ REPORT. 

Philipstown Government Prison, 
January 1, 1853. 



Sir, — In compliance with your instructions, I have the honour to 
submit my Report on the works in progress here — preparing the old 
gaol for the reception of convicts, and converting the ground floor of 
the barrack into prison accommodation. 

On the 7th of June last possession of this barrack was handed over 
to your department by the District Royal Engineer Officer, and prepa- 
rations were at once set on foot to carry out the necessary works, 
remodel the structure, and convert the spaces formerly cavalry stables 
into convicts’ apartments. 

It was at first proposed to raise on the old barrack boundary wall, 
then twelve feet high, by adding six feet of masonry ; hut on a close ex- 
amination by an officer from the Board of Public Works, he found that 
the old structure (built many yenTs) was composed of bad materials j 
that it overhung in some parts, while in others, the foundation (never 
good) had been undermined by the effects of time and the weather ; 
that it was, generally, in a decayed state, and not capable of bearing 
any additional weight of masonry ,* he therefore recommended its 
being pulled down, and a new wall erected on its site. Consequent on 
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this report, tenders were taken, and Mr. Sullivan declared the contractor, 
at a gross sum of £1,019, subject to measurement, extra work, &c. 
The wall will encompass about five acres of land, upon which the 
barrack stands 3 and it has since been found necessary to take in por- 
tions of ground on the east and west side of the barrack, in order to 
straighten the work, and for the purposes of security. These, and other 
additions, will, of course, increase the sum set down in the original 
estimate, and it is calculated that when complete, with gates, the 
total cost will amount to about £1,400. This work commenced on the 
7th J uly ; and in consequence of the difficulties which had to be encoun- 
tered by the contractor, from the scarcity of hands, the means of con- 
v eying materials to the spot, combinations amongst his men, and bad 
weather, progressed but slowly, and on the 29th November the con- 
tractor disappeared, having previously assigned the completion of his 
contract to another party, who being locally connected, will be better 
enabled to meet those difficulties than his predecessor It is thought that 
the wall will be finished at middle of May next 3 1,970 cubic yards of 
the work is now executed 3 but the date of its completion will depend 
on the weather, and other contingencies incidental to building opera- 
tions. 

The ground floor of the barrack is being converted into twelve 
large rooms, six in each wing, each room affording accommodation for 
about twenty convicts. This work will be tedious, as the pavements 
must he taken up, and a timber floor laid down, fixtures taken away, 
new windows opened front and rere, secured with iron bars, the walls 
(now in a very bad state) repaired and plastered, a corridor run through 
each wing from end to end, and many other alterations made, too 
numerous to be mentioned here. The works are being carried on by 
paid labour, as, uutiL the extern wall is finished, it would not be safe 
to employ convicts outside the old gaol. I hope to have one wing of 
the barrack prepared, and the other in an advanced state, at same 
period as we expect the wall will be finished. It is, I suppose, not 
necessary to detail the various small works already completed in re- 
modelling the barrack, as they were executed -with your approval, and 
from frequent visits, you must he already aware what has been done in 
this particular. 

On the 13tli August the old gaol was handed over to you by the 
Grand Jury of this county. It was found in a very dilapidated condi- 
tion, having very little roof to protect the interior from the effects of 
the weather. The necessary repairs were contracted for at a cost of 
£190 j this -was solely for extern repairs. Wc have now thirty-five 
convicts, principally skilled men, completing the repairs inside not con- 
tracted for, and preparing the iron fastenings, &e., for the new prison 
in the barrack. When all is complete I estimate the accommodation 
as follows : — 

New Prison in barrack, . . 240 

Old Gaol, 130 

Total, . . . 370 convicts. 

This number can be increased to 400, by building turnkeys 1 quarters, 
and converting the old debtors 1 prison, now occupied by turnkeys, 
into convicts’ apartments. 

The forge and infirmary stables have been remodelled, and fitted up 
as a cook-house and provision store in same range, communicating with 
the old gaol by a. door in the partition wall. 
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PmupsTows A lock-up house, containing three large cells and a room, with 
a ™^ T the necessary fastenings. See., lias been built in the old court house 
a ' 50K l in the town, for the, reception of county prisoners, at a cost of £108. 

Masta af jt finished and occupied on the 20th ultimo. 

TTWfo' Report, st ;p remains to be done before this prison can be considered 

in an effective condition. There is not a yard of sewerage of any 
kbid within the barrack walls ; and that in the old gaol is ill-con- 
structed, and not at all suited to the purpose. A number of punish- 
ment cells must be built ; and yards, with workshops, &c., erected ; 
all windows in rere of the barrack will have to he secured with iron 
bars; the storage extended and remodelled ; and a chapel, which 
will also serve as a school-house, provided ; a porter's lodge at the 
main entrance gate is also indispensable. 

As to manufacturing operations, nothing has yet been done ; 
neither can any works of this nature he proceeded with for some 
time at least, as, in the first place, to properly carry out this system, 
workshops should he provided ; and secondly, all hands which the 
old gaol is capable of accommodating can be fully employed in fitting 
up the new prison, and attending to the many requirements to he 
met with in transforming a barrack into prison accommodation. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Fiuncis Hogreve, 

Deputy-Governor and Master of Works. 

The Inspector-General of 
Government Prisons. 



Medical 
Officer's Report. 



MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT. 

Philipstown Government Prison, 
January 20, 1853. 

Sir., — Complying with your instructions, I beg to state, that having 
entered on the duties of my office at so late a period of the year 
1852, viz., November 7, and the transfer of convicts to this prison 
having been deferred to so late a period as the 15th December, 1 
think it unnecessary to say more at present than that three patients 
were admitted into hospital between the date of the arrival of con- 
victs and the 1st of January, 1S53 ; that the convicts, in general, 
were healthy, and free from scrofula and infectious diseases. 



The Inspector-General of 
Government Prisons. 



I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
Jeremiah H. Kelly, 

Medical Attendant. 



CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Philipstown Government Prison. 
SrR, — In compliance with your desire, I beg leave to submit to 
you the following Report of my department, as Protestant Chaplain 
of the Philipstown Government Prison, for the year 1852. 

I have little of interest to communicate; the period since my 
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appointment having been brief, and the Protestant prisoners com- 
mitted to my pastoral charge being, as yet, few in number. 

I commenced divine service on Sunday the 19th of December 
last, and can state that the conduct of the prisoners during its per- 
iormance lias been characterized by decorum and propriety. 0 I have 
also taken care to attend, at least one day in the week, for the pur- 
pose of catechetical and other religious instruction ; and though I 
have encountered considerable difficulty in imparting to them, from 
the fact of their, being able to read very imperfectly, thev have suc- 
ceeded in obtaining a- tolerable acquaintance with the Church 
Catechism and with a portion of the Gospels ; none of them, how- 
ever, have as yet advanced, sufficiently to justify me in administerin'' 
to them the sacrament of the Lords Supper. It is, however, conso- 
latory to me to believe that they are in course of obtainin'' such 
religious knowledge as will (under the divine blessing) have a salu- 
tsuy effect on tlieir future lives, and in the promotion of their eternal 
interests. 

I cannot conclude this Iteport without adding, that soon after the 
arrival here of the prisoners committed to my spiritual care, I 
obsened a marked and very decided improvement in tlieir health 
aud general appearance, from which I would infer that tlieir bodily 
necessities are well attended to, under an excellent system of man- 
agent ent. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your very obedient servant, 

„„ T William Little, Chaplain. 

I lio Inspector-General of 
Government Prisons. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 



Pkilipstown, June 14, 1833. 

Sir, — In compliance with the request contained in your letter of 
the 2nd instant, addressed to me as Homan Catholic Chaplain of the 
Pliilipstown Government Prison, “that I would furnish you with the 
usual Annual Report of my department in that establishment for the 
year 1852,” I have thehonour to inform you that I undertook the duties 
of Roman Catholic Chaplain in the Pliilipstown Prison on the lOth 
December ; that thirty-three Roman Catholic convicts were com- 
mitted to my spiritual care, the majority of -whom could read, or, 
at least, make some attempt at doing so, and that all, without ex- 
ception, were much better acquainted with the principles of their 
religion than I was prepared to expect, 

I am happy tdso to inform you that they have been on all occa- 
sions most, attentive to their religious duties, and particularly so to 
religious instruction. 

As this Report is necessarily confined to the observations I have 
been enabled to make in the short space of fifteen days, I deem it 
unnecessary to trespass at more length on your attention at present. 



H. Hitchins, Esq. 



I remain, Sir, 

Y r oiu- obedient servant, 

P. Doyle, 

Roman Catholic Chaplain. 
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GEiSGEGOR- GRANG-EGOEMAN FEMALE DEPOT. 

man Female 

Depot. 



Report. 

Buildings. Builclt'llCfS- 

The buildings are in good and satisfactory order ; the interior 
of the prison has been painted, and additions made to the laun- 
dry. The damage caused by the late fire lias been repaired. 



Conduct of the Officers. 

The conduct of the officers has been good ; some differences 
have arisen as regards religious matters, in which one of the ma- 
trons ivas compromised; but, with this exception, their duties 
have been performed satisfactorily. I would, however, beg to 
draw His Excellency’s attention to the importance of securing 
efficient officers for this establishment. 



Conduct of Conduct of Prisoners. 

Pruoners. 

Considering the limited accommodation and crowded state of 
this prison, the prisoners have conducted themselves in an ex- 
tremely satisfactory manner. Crowded by clay in rooms, and in 
classes averaging 50 convicts each, under the charge of one 
matron only, numerous instances of insubordination might have 
been expected; yet few have occurred, and these only on the 
part of prisoners whose past conduct has proved them to be 
quite incorrigible. 



Expenses of tlie 
Prison. 



Expenses of the Prison. 

The total expenses of this prison have amounted, for the past 
year, to £1,775 Ills, id., being at the rate of £5 18s. Id. per 
bead. 



Generaf Condi- Health and General Condition of the Prisoners. 

Prisoners. The medical superintendents of this prison have made a sani- 
tary report of tlie condition of this prison during the past year, 
to which I beg to refer His Excellency. The hospital arrange- 
ments, under the superintendence of Mrs. Nicholson, arc very 
complete, and the number of infirmary inmates has been increased 
by the presence of many old and invalid convicts, who, having 
been on previous occasions discharged on account of ill health, 
have been again convicted of petty crimes, and sentenced to 
transportation. The appropriation of a separate ward for infirm 
and aged prisoners is very desirable, for whom at present no 
suitable accommodation can be found in this prison. 
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Industrial Training. Grargegor- 

The prisoners are employed in washing for the other govern- MA SjpOTf LE 

ment prisons in Dublin ; Seville; knitting, spinning, embroidery, r, 

etc. ; tins last being an occupation recently introduced. 

General Training of the Prisoners. General Train. 

It is hardly necessary to state that from the insufficiency of Pnsoners. 
the accommodation, a suitable training of the prisoners is plij'si- 
cally impossible ; but the order and regularity which prevail here, 
and the general arrangement, is such as to reflect the highest 
credit on Mrs. Rawlins, the head matron, to whose zeal, ability, 
and long tried efficiency, I have much pleasure in drawing His 
Excellency’s attention. The prison is visited daily by the 
governor and chaplains, and I continue to receive from these 
officers the expression of their satisfaction at the results of the 
system pursued here. 

Conclusion. Conclusion. 

In my report of last year I drew the attention of the Lord 
Lieutenant to the advantages which might he anticipated from 
the formation of a suitable and separate establishment for female 
convicts in this country. To these observations, to wliicli I 
would beg respectfully to refer. I would now add tlie necessity of 
establishing also “ a House of refuge for female convicts on their 
discharge from prison:” if the measures at present before Parlia- 
ment, substituting penal servitude and the issue of tickets of 
leave for transportation, are sanctioned, such a proposal appears 
to me to form a necessary adjunct tu a female convict prison in 
this country, without which no course of discipline, or any sys- 
tem of moral or religious training, can be effectual. 

II. Hitchiks, 

Inspector of Government Prisons. 

Government Prisons’ Office, Dublin Castle, 

July, 1853. 



MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT. Medical 

8, Mountjoy-square, 1853. Officers Report. 

Sik, — The sanitary state of Grangegorman Government Prison durin" 
the year 1852 has been in the highest degree satisfactory. The an- 
nexed details will show that the number of patients admitted to the 
medical wards during the year amounted to 137, but two of whom 
died. 

To account for this large number of admissions, it may be neeessary 
to remind you of the large number of aged, weak, and infirm convicts, 
who have been for some time detained in this prison, many of whom 
have been more than once rejected by the surgeon-superintendents of 
the convict ships. 
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I am aware that it lias been for some time under tlie consideration 
of his Excellency to discharge from prison, or commute the sentences 
of many of this class of convicts— a proceeding which will, no doubt, 
much tend to improve the sanitary state of this prison generally, and 
to lessen materially the expenses for wine and other articles of extra 
diet which several of those convicts required, from the broken down 
state of their health. 

The diseases from which the convicts suffered were the following : 



Abortion, - 
Anasarca, . 

Ascites, 

Astlmia, 

Bronchitis, . 

Catarrh, 

Cephalalgia, 

Colic, 

Debilitas, . 

Dentitio, 

Diarrhoea, . 

Epilepsy, . 

English Cholera, 

Fever, 

Hemoptoe, . 

Hepatitis, . 

Hydrocephalus, 

Hysteria, 

Injury of the Knee- 

Remaining in Hospital, January 1, 
Kumber admitted to December 31, 
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-joint, 






1 j 
1 

1 1 



Lumbago, . 

Malingering, 

Menorrhagia, 

Morbus Cordis, 

Ophthalmia, 

Parturition and Diseases connected 
with it, . 

Pneumonia, 

Phthisis, 

Puerpural Convulsions, 
Rheumatism, 

Scrofula, 

Spinal Disease, 

Small -pox, . 

Syphilis, 

AVry Heck, . 



Total, 



1852, 

1852, inclusive, 
Total, 



Of these have been discharged, . 

Died, ..... 
Remaining in Hospital, December 31, 1852, 



Total, 



f) 

137 

1-16 

133 

o 

11 

146 



Particulars relative to the cases of death which occurred during 
the year. 



Initials. 


County. 


Date of Con- 
viction. 


Date of Admission 
to Hospital. 


Dato of 
Death. 


Cnuso of Death. 


E. S. 


Limerick 


Oct. 14,1851 


■ 

May 5, 1852 


May 24, 1852 


Consumption. 


J. c. 


Tipperary 


Jan. 26, 1852 June 2G, 1852 

1 


Dec. 12, 1852 


Heart Disease. 



I have nothing further to add, than that the hospital continues to ho 
managed with the most perfect discipline, and order and cleanliness to 
he most strictly enforced, to which, as well as the efficient manage- 
ment of the prison generally, is to he, in a great degree, attributed the 
very small mortality which I have to report amongst so large a num- 
ber of unhealthy prisoners. The hospital has been daily visited by me, 
and the diet book initialed, as well as all orders for extra comforts, 
when absolutely required. 

I have the honour to he, Sir, your obedient servant, 

A. Bannon, m.d., 

Medical Attendant to the Government Prison. 

H. Hitchins, Esq., Inspector of 
Government Prisons, Castle. 
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SURGEON’S REPORT. 

Silt,— 111 conformity with your desire, I beg leave to transmit to you 
the following Report respecting the surgical department of the Urange- 
gorrnan Government Female Prison for tho year 18.12 : — 
Inflammations, Abscesses, Ulcers, Burns, Scalds, Contusions, . .18 

Scrofula, Acute forms, containing Inflammation of the Lymphatic Glands, 
Abscess, Ulceration, Diseases of Joints and Bones, ‘Bone Abscess, 
Ophthalmia, Otitis, and Spinal Disease, . . . .29 

Syphilitic Diseases, including Ulcers of the Genitals, Bub-Gonorrhoea! 
Secondary Sequel®, Ulcers of the Throat, Arthritis, Diseased 
Bones, Papular and Pustular Eruptions, Ophthalmia, and Oroena, 13 
Cutaneous Diseases, including Lepra, Psoriasis, Perrigo, Impetigo, and 

Herpes, 

Erysipelas, including Cutaneous or Superficial, and Phlegmonid or Deep- 
seated, Anthrax, Furunculus, and Phlebitis, . . .8 

Diseases of the Uterus and Bladder, the former including Prolapsus and 
Inversio Uteri, the latter, Inflammation, also Mammary Abscess, 10 
Diseases of Joints, including Luxation, Synovitis, Bursitis, also Rheu- 
matic Affections, Sciatica, and Lumbago, with Fever, . .11 



Grangegor- 
mlajt Female 
Depot. 

SurgenC 8 
Report. 



Total, . . ,108 

Of this number cured or relieved, .... 93 

Died, ........ 1 

Remaining in Hospital, December 31 , 1852 , . . 14 



Externs treated for Scrofula, various diseases, and accidents, 1 1 1 



Of tliis number 3*7 were affected by various forms of Scrofula 
of a Chronic character. 

The entire number of Convicts in tbe Prison throughout the 

year amounted to .... 580 



By a reference to tlie table it will be seen that the cases of acute 
scrofula exceeds one-fourtli of the entire received into the hospital, 
whilst a still larger proportion of convicts and their children were at the 
same time under treatment as externs, suffering from chronic forms of 
the complaint, which constitutional manifestations are always unfa- 
vourably influenced by residence in an hospital. 

This class of diseased persons is uniformly rejected by the surgeon of 
the convict ship as unfit for an intertropical voyage, and hence they 
accumulate in tlie prison. Such results must inevitably follow, as 
strumous disorders have become more prevalent than at any former 
period, ever since the calamitous years of famine and epidemic sickness, 
commencing in 1846, and the standard of public health amongst the 
humbler orders remarkably deteriorated. 

There is another section of the diseased convicts to whom I would 
direct attention, viz., those women who are rejected for uterine com- 
plaints. It is now well known throughout this prison that persons so 
affected are considered unfit for embarkation, and hence a practice has 
grown up of fictitiously causing a displacement or descent of the uterus; 
and from time to time cases of this character are occurring, and the 
convicts rejected upon this account instruct those newly arrived, with 
whom they may have an opportunity of intercourse. 

I am, Sir, 

Your very faithful, obedient servant, 

Alexander Bead, Surgeon. 

H. Hitchins, Esq. 

Inspector-General of Government Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 

F 
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Ensis Tempo- 
B.A&Y Depot. 

Report . 

Buildings. 



Dietarv. 



ENNIS TEMPORARY DEPOT. 



Buildings. 

In my former reports I have drawn the attention of the Irish 
Government to the condition of this depot, and recommended 
its abolition at the earliest possible moment. It is insufficient 
in size, defective in construction, and is not only entirely defi- 
cient in the ordinary appliances of a prison, but unsuited for the 
purposes even of a temporary detention. The rooms are few in 
number, small, and imperfectly ventilated. It is very insecure; 
there is no hospital accommodation of any kind ; the prisoners 
and invalids are removed to the county gaol, in which a sick 
ward has been set apart for their use ; in fact the appropriation 
of such premises, even to the temporary purposes of a convict 
prison, could only be justified by the emergency which led to its 
adoption, and its continuance is to be deprecated as calculated to 
produce every moral and physical evil which maybe induced from 
the association of 300 convicts of all ages and classes and of every 
shade of crime. It is with the deepest regret, however, that the 
prison authorities have been coerced, under an absolute necessity, 
to enter into a negotiation for the continuance of this prison for 
another year. Every possible effort will be made, however, to 
alleviate the evils inseparable from detention in such a prison as 
this: an improved dietary has been adopted, and care will bo 
taken that the detention of a prisoner will not be prolonged 
beyond a period of 3 months ; prisoners will be removed to this 
prison only from the coimtv gaols preparatory to their being 
transferred to Spike Island ; and, as directed, I shall avail myself 
of the earliest opportunity during the present year of surrender- 
ing it to the county authorities. 

Dietary. 

The dietary of the prison consists of the following for each 
convict : — 

. Sk da T s “ week.— Breakfast— 1 quart of stirabout con- 

sisting of 3Joz. of oatmeal, 3ioz. of Indian meal, and i pint of 
sweet milk. Dinner— 11b. of brown bread and £- pint of sweet 
milk. 

On one day (Sunday). — Breakfast same as rest of week. 
Dinner Jib, of beef, 1 pint of soup, 4oz, oatmeal, dot. 
tables, and 31bs. of potatoes. 
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To secure the good quality of the pro-visions, as well as on Emus Tehpo- 
other accounts, a contract has been entered into with the Board BAR T De < ‘ ot - 
of Superintendence of the county prison, who will for the future Re P ort - 
furnish the necessary supphes. Hitherto the provisions have been 
furnished at a given rate by the governor in his capacity as 
acting local inspector of the county prison; but the principle 
of permitting any prison officer to be engaged in the supply of 
provisions or other articles to the prisoners is so objectionable 
that 1 deemed it my duty at one to put an end to such a system. 

The Board of Superintendence have undertaken to supply 
diet, food, clothing, bedding, and all other requisites at the rate 
of £6 10#. lid. each, per annum, and to pay a suitable staff for 
a further sum of £895. 

Employment of Prisoners. Employment of 

Prisoners. 

The employment of prisoners is necessarily limited, it consists 
principally of mat-making and picking oakum; some few are 
occupied in shoemaking and tailoring. The labour of the pri- 
soners being placed at the disposal of the Board of Superintend- 
ence, the profits, if any such should arise, are not credited in 
reduction of the cost of the prisoners ; hut are, I presume, taken 
cognizance of by the county authorities. 

Conduct of the Officers. Conduct of the 

Officers. 

The conduct of the subordinate officers not being properly within 
my cognizance, I have only to report that no cause of complaint 
has come under my notice during the past year. The conduct 
of Mr. Darcy, the governor, has been characterized by great effi- 
ciency and intelligence. 

Relii/ious Traininq . Religious 

° , ,, 1 T. , ,. 1 raining. 

The convicts being exclusively of tlie Roman Catholic persua- 
sion, are attended by the very Rev. Dean Kenny. His report is 
annexed. But little religious or moral advancement could be 
expected, under circumstances such as I have already described ; 
but that little has been realized, and the only satisfactory feature 
in this depot will be found to liave arisen from his exertions in 
behalf of the unfortunate inmates. 

Health of the Convicts. &Srict° f tie 

Dr. O’Brien reports favourably of the general health of the 
prisoners, and they receive from this gentleman every possible 
attention in the hospital connected with the county gaols. His 
report is annexed. 

r 2 
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Ennis Tempo- 
rary Depot. 

Report. 

General 

Observations. 



Governor's 

Report. 

Statistics. 



S' 6 Annual Report of the Inspector 

General Observations. 

I have only, in conclusion, to observe, that under no circum- 
stances -will this depot he continued beyond the expiration of the 
year, and that advantage will be taken of the first opportunity to 
dispense with it altogether, even before its termination. 

H. Hitchins, 

Inspector of' Government Prisons. 
Government Prisons’ Office, Dublin Castle, 

July, 1853. 



GOVERNOR'S REPORT. 

Statement of tlie Number of Convicts in custody, committed and 
disposed of, &c., for the year ending December 31, 1852. 

1st January, 1832, In custody. 



12 March, 

29 „ 

31 „ 

31 ,, 

31 

2nd April, 

6 i. 

9 „ 

10 „ 

3rd June, 
27th July, 

31 ,, 

18th August, 
19 „ 

5 November, 



From County Clare Gaol, 

„ Limerick Gaol, 
,, Galway ,, 
From Town of Galway, 

From County Roscommon, 

,, Mayo, . 

,, Roscommon, 

,, Mayo, . 

,, Clare, 



,, Limerick, 

,, Kerry, . 

From Kilmamham, 

From County Limerick, 
From City Limerick, , 
Committed for year ending December 31, 1852, 

IIOW DISPOSED OF. 

17th March, 1832, To Spike Island Depot, 

22 ,, 

23 4 ” ‘ 

10 August, „ „ „ 

n „ „ „ „ . 

17 „ „ To Newgate, „ 

8th October, „ To Spike Island ,, 

16 December, ,, „ . 

From January 1 to December, 1852, died, . 

Remaining iu custody December 31, 1852, viz. 
Convicted in the year 1850, . 

„ ’ 1851, . 

„ 1852, 



16 

23 

12 

12 

5 



3 

6 

30 

14 

29 

8 



19 0 

495 



40 

40 

20 



30 

4 

30 

12 

226 

10 

132 

127 

2G9 

* 495 



ACES. 

10 yrs. and under 14 
14 ,, 16 


yrs., 


No. 

15 


SENTENCES. 
7 years, 

10 ,, 






16 


„ 20 


,, 


55 


14 ,, 






20 


„ 30 




99 


15 ,, 






30 


„ 40 


,, 


15 


20 „ 






40 


,, 50 


,, 


1 


Life, 






50 


„ GO 




3 








60 ,, 70 

70 and upwards, . 


” 











No. 

92 

76 

6 

14 



Total, 
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Statement of the different Crimes of tlie Convicts committed for the 
year ending December 31, 1S32 : — 



E.v.vis Tempo- 
rary De.-ox. 



Arson, .... 
Administering an Unlawful Oath, 
Assault, .... 
Assault with intent to commit, a 
Highway Robbery, 

Assault — attempt to Stab, 
Burglary, 

Burglary and Robbery, . 
Burglary and Larceny, . 
Highway Robbery, 

Robbery with Violence, . 

Felony, .... 
Felony of Money, 

Felony after former conviction, . 
Breaking into Dwelling, . 

House Breaking, . 

Larceny, .... 
Larceny from the Person, 
Larceny after former convic- 
tion, .... 
Larceny of Spoons, 

Stealing Money and Wearing 
Apparel, 



1 

l 

3f) | 

9 j 

5 j 

1 : 



Stealing Jewellery, . . i 

Stealing Wearing* Apparel, . 5 

Larceny of Lead from Dwelling, 
Robbery, 

Embezzlement, 

Receiving Stolen Goods, 

Receiving Stolen Goods — Cash 
Stolen from Person, . 

Rape, .... 
Cattle Stealing, . . 2 

Cattle Stealing and Receiving 
Cattle, . 1 

Cow Stealing, . . »> 

Killing a Heifer with in tent to Steal, 1 
Killing Cattle with ini ent to Steal, 1 
Iiorse stealing, . . 2 

Unlawful Assembly and injur- 
ing Cattle. . . .7 

Sheep Stealing, . . ]:» 

Lamb Stealing, . . 2 

Killing and Stealing a Cow, . 1 



Rejiurt. 

1 Statistics. 
3 
1 
14 

1 

1 



Total, 



190 



School Classification and Proficiency for the year IS 32. 



No. of Classes. £ 


Classes Commented. 


o 


| 

3 , 
~ si 

it 


3 

ZJ si 
11 


-4 


"5- S 

Z o 
- 1 : 
>"s 


'ti 

1 

5 if 
<, 


J 1-2 

s-5 it "3 5 
c'S ; 


£ 

c-t 


1 


In tlie Alphabet, 


60 


20 


15 


_ 


15 


_ 


- i 10 


CO 


o 


lu early Spelling, 


40 




20 


10 


5 


- 


- ■ 5 


40 


3 


In early Reading, 


40 


- 


- 


20 


15 


1 


- ; 4 


40 


4 


In Heading & Writing, 


30 


- 


- 


- 


20 


8 


- ’ 2 


30 


5 


la early Rules of|_ 


30 










20 




30 




Arithmetic, . j 














! 




6 


Rule of Three, . 


10 










~ 


5 j 5 


10 




Total, 


210 


20 


35 


30 


55 


29 


10 | 31 

■ 


! 210 

1 



3rd February, 1854. Giles D’Abct, Governor. 



MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT. MrdMOprn', 

Ennis Gaol, February 3, 1854. 

The sanitary state of the Government Convict Prison at Ennis, 
daring the year ending the 31st December, 1852, was unsatisfactory. 

In the course of the year 162 of the prisoners were admitted into the 
hospital, labouring under various diseases, the chief of which were 
fever, dysentery, and ophthalmia. 

Twelve deaths occurred among the convicts during the year, of whom 
five died of pulmonary consumption, two of bronchitis, one of inflamma- 
tion of the bowels, and four of dysentery. 

R. ClTLLINAN, H.B., 

One of the Physicians to the Government 
Convict Prison at Ennis, 
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Prison. 

Report . 



Dietary. 



Staff. 



Expenditure. 
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Annual Report of the Inspector 



MARYBOROUGH GOVERNMENT PRISON. 



This depot, opened in June, was established to provide in- 
creased accommodation for convicts, rendered necessary by the 
proposed abolition of Ennis. 

The premises were formerly occupied as the Queen’s County 
Gaol, but having been for some years disused as such, it has been 
appropriated by the Board of Superintendence as a Government 
Prison. It consists of 22 large cells, 4 day rooms, kitchen, &c. ; 
but, like Ennis, it is from its size, and the absence of proper pri- 
son appliances, suitable only for temporary detention. It has 
been fitted up at the expense of about £1(10 — partly by convict 
labour, and partly by public contract. Two large rooms have 
been built in the yard, which are used as a chapel and school- 
room, storehouse, &c. 

It is capable of accommodating from 90 to 110 convicts, and, 
by permission of the Board of Superintendence, it has been 
placed under the control of Mr. Young, the very efficient 
governor of the county gaol. Situate almost midway between 
Cork and Dublin, on the line of the Great Southern Railway, 
its occupation by the Government has been found to be very 
convenient ; and although not calculated for a permanent estab- 
lishment, its continuance for some time would, perhaps, he found 
advisable. 

Dietary. 

The dietary of this prison is the same as that adopted at Ennis. 

Staff. 

The staff consists of 

Governor, 

Head Turnkey, 

4 Sub Officers. 

The medical officers and chaplains of the county gaol attend 
the prisoners for a small yearly remuneration. 

Expenditure. 

The expense of the prison amounts to £271 7s. 3 d. for the 
period of the year during which it was opened, being at the rate 
of £9 10s. id. per head per annum. 
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. ^ Conclusion, Maryborough 

I his prison is one of tlie expedients resorted to under tlie late Go p^™ ENT 
pressure on tlie convict establishment in Ireland. Its continu- — 
ance is a question which must be regulated by the future exigen- Conclusion, 
cies of the service. The premises are well situated, dry, and well 
ventilated. The cost of its maintenance is very low ; and having 
been occupied principally by infirm and impotent convicts, its 
limited accommodation has not been sensibly felt. Being in 
proximity to the county gaol, many of its inconveniences have 
been rectified by the liberality of the Board of Superintendence, 
who have enabled the Government to have recourse to the hos- 
pital and other appliances which are wanting in the depot. 

H. Hitchixs, 

Inspector of Government Prisons. 
Government Prisons’ Office, Dublin Castle, 

July, 1853. 



GOVERNOR’S REPORT. Governor* £ 

Statement of tlie Number of Convicts in custody, committed and dis- 

posed of, &c., for the year ending 31st December, 1852. Statist™. 

1852, June 4, from Richmond Government Prison, . . <; 

»> ,, from Newgate Government Prison, . 3 

„ July 1 . 0 , from County Carlow Gaol. . . . j~ 

>, ,, 12 , from County Westmeath Gaol, . . . ]0 

,, Augusts, from County Mayo Gaol U 

,, November 4, from County Longford Gaol, . ... 5 

,, ,, <3, from King’s County do., . . . .14 

>» ,, from County of Carlow do., .... 3 

», 8 , from County Kildare do., . . . . 4 

Committed for the year ending 31st December, 1852, . . tg 



now DISPOSED OF. 

1852, September 17, transmitted to County Westmeath Gaol, l 

,, October 25, died in hospital 

,, December 10 , transmitted to Roscommon Gaol, . . l 

Total 3 

Remaining in custody 31st December, 1852, viz : — 

Convicted in the year 1848, 

„ „ 1849, 2 

,, ,, 1850, 2 

„ ,, 1851, 16 

„ „ 1852, 52 

Total, . . . . — 73 





AGES. - 


NO. 


10 


years and under 14, . 


. - 


14 


,, 16, . 


. 3 


16 


„ 20, . 


. 24 


20 


„ 30, . 


. 36 


30 


„ 40, . 


. 8 


40 


„ 50, . 


. 3 


50 


„ 60, . 


. 2 


60 


,, VO, . 


• 



7 0 years and upwards, 



Total, . . 7G J 



76 



SENTENCES. NO. 

7 years, . . . .47 

10 23 

14 . . « . ,1 

15 1 

20 - 

life, 4 



Total, , ,79 
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Maryborough Nature of the Crimes of the Convicts, for the year ending 31st 

December, 1802. 



Arson, .... 
Sheep Stealing. . 

Obtaining Goods under False 
Pretences, 

Cow Stealing, 

Horse Stealing, . 

Burglary, .... 
Assaulting Dwelling, . 

Cow Stealing, 

Receiving Stolen Goods, 
Larceny of Cloth, 

Larceny of Clothes, . 

Cattle Stealing, . 

Stealing in a Counting-house, 



I Larceny of Potatoes, . 

Larceny from Person, 

Robbery, .... 
Highway Robbery, 

Larceny after Conviction, . 
House-breaking, 

Burglary and Robbery, 

Felony after former Conviction, 
! Rape, .... 

Murder, .... 
j Gaol-breaking, . 
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APPENDIX. 

General Abstract of the Account of John Lamb, Governor of Smithfiemj Government Prison, from 1 



To Amount received from Steam Packet Company, refunded 

overcharged 

„ Spike Island Government Prison 

(Loan) 

,, Plnlipstown, repayment for ad- 
vances 

To Balance statement of Audit Office, ending March 3 1 , 1852, 



o in favour of Accountant, March 31, 1852, . 

it paid for Salaries, 

,, Provisions 

„ Clothing, 

„ Medicine and Medical comforts, . 

„ Bakery (Newgate), 

,, Soap and Washing, 

„ Travelling, 



(Lord Dnlhonsic, . 
I Martin Luther, . 
:t Ships, < Loril Auckland, , 



By Balance in favour of the Public, 




Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



of Government Prisons in Ireland. 





Spike Island, Fort Camden, and Fort Carlisle Government Prisons. — General Abstract of the Account of Richard 
Grace, Governor and Accountant, from April 1, 1852, to March 31, 1853. 



To Balance on April 1 , 



RECEIPTS. 



n 18*1, 



■.mi Her Majesty's Treasury 
>r Furniture and Bedding, 

)r Manufacturers, 
ir Ollicera’ Contingencies, 
ir Sale of old Stores, 
om John Lamb (repayment) 
>r 1’rovMous, 

pr Implements and Materials 
>r Contingencies, . 

>r Medicine and Hospital 



3, March 31, to Balance indebted, £615 7s. 8d. 



23,022 14 8 
0 18 2 
142 17 6 



PAYMENTS. 

paid for Soap, .... 

Repairs and Alterations, 

Fuel and Light, . . 

Furniture and Bedding, 
Conveyance of Prisoners 
Officers’ Fay, 

Printing, Stationery, Adver- 
tising, 

Officers Contingencies, 
Convict Clothing, 

Iron Prison, 1), . 

John Lamb (Loan), 



10,859 16 ! 
1,985 14 : 
323 15 I 
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Mount jo? Government Prison. — General Abstract of the Account of Robert Netterville, Governor, from April 1, 1852, 



To Balance in favour of tlie Public, March 30, 1892, 
To Amount received from Paymaster Civil Services, . 
,, for Manufactures sold, 

„ for Incidental sales, . 



Freights aud Charges, 
Travelling Charges, . 
Prisoners oil Discharge, 
Removal of Prisoners, 
Funeral Expenses, 
Washing, . 

Cleaning Prison, 



By Repayment of Loons to Grnngegonnnn and Spike Island 
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General Adstract of the Account of IIenry Evans, Esq, Governor of the I’miarsTOWN Government Prison, from Juno 1, 
18 '52, to MiUt'h 31, 1853. 



To Amount received from Paymaster of Civil Services, . . 

» Governor of Smithflold Uovern- 

„ Her Majesty's Troops, Barrack 

Ilnmngos, .... 

„ Cottrell Little, Refund, 



Furniture ami Uepairs, 
Incidental Charge*. 

Ilcnts. Ilates, and Charges, 
Utensils, .... 
Implements, 

Medicines and Surgical Instrnm 
Medical Comforts, 

Freights and Charges, 
Travelling Charges, . 

Soap and Washing, 

Prisoners' Clothing, . 
Advertising, ... 
liarrack Repairs, 

Huilding and Prison Alterations 
The Governor, Suiilhlieltf Prison 
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Appendix to Annual Report 



Aepekdix. Return showing the Number of Persons sentenced to Transpor- 
tation in Ireland during the Tear 1852. 




Leitrim, 

Limerick, County, 
„ City, 
Londonderry, 
Longford, . 

Louth, 

Mayo, 

Meath, 

Monaghan, . 
Queen’s County. 

Roscommon, 

Sligo, . 

Tipperary, . 
Tyrone, 

Waterford, Countv, 



Westmeath, 

Wexford, 

Wicklow, 



Total number of Males and Females sen- 
tenced during the year. 
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Return showing the Number of Persons sentenced to Transpor- Appendix. 

tation in Ireland, during each of the last IS Years, ending Return stowing 
1 q the number of 

I oO— ’ . Persons sen- 

tenced toTrans- 





Transported fur 


Total. ' 

| 


T> 

Average for eanh ‘ 
Quinquennial . 

Period. j 




Life. 


14 Years, j 


7 Years. 

| 


Other 1 
Periods. I 


1838, . 


108 


7-2 j 


850 | 


92 


i,i22 n 




1839, 


99 


55 


917 1 


131 


1,202 1 




1840, 


61 


55 


730 


14S 


994 


1,036 


1841, 


45 


31 


643 


165 


884 ! 




1842, 


42 


45 


680 


211 


978 i 




1843, 


47 


; 25 


462 


158 


712 j 




1814, 


51 


IS 


529 


113 


709 i 




1 845, 


49 


; 14 


430 


134 


(127 1 


{ 989 


1846, 


33 


] 2!) 


504 


121 


SS7 1 


i 


1847, 


104 


71 


1 , 587 


44 S 


2-210 


j 


1848, 


' 114 


1 71 


2, 0“5 


473 


' 2,733 


1 


1849, 


84 


32 


1,896 


| 1,061 


3,073 




1850, 


| 44 


1 50 


837 


| 927 


1 ,858 


j> 2,216 


1851, 


41 


, 67 


1 , 1 65 


i 719 


1,992 




1852, 


| 32 


78 


664 


453 


1,427 


J 


Total, 


! 954 


| 711 


14,139 


| 5,354 


| 21,208 


1,414, Average. 



ach of the last 
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Appendix to Annual Report of the Inspector 

Comparative Abstract of the Estimates for the Maintenance of the Convict Prisons in Ireland, e 
of the Expenses for all the Establishments, and tl>e 1 





Mo L X 


tor, 


HEADS OF SERVICE. 


! 530 Prisoners 1852-53. 
530 „ 1853-5-1. 




1852-53. 


1853-54. 




£ ». d. 


£ s. <1. 


Salaries of principal officers and clerks, . 


. 1,105 0 0 


1,005 0 0 


Wages of inferior officers and servants, 


1,407 0 Ol 


1,558 0 0 


Salaries and wages of manufacturing or labour 
partment, 


t 825 0 0 


005 0 0 


Total amount of salaries, . . • 


• 3 > 127 0 °j 


3,318 0 0 








Uniforms for officers and servants, . 


04 10 0 


135 0 0 


Victualling prisoners, 


. 3,017 10 0 ; 


3,352 5 0 


Clothing prisoners, 


630 0 0 


530 0 0 






66 5 0 


Medicines and surgical instruments, 


. 00 0 0! 


GO 0 0 


Medical comforts (extra for tlie sick), 


40 0 0 | 


40 0 0 


Clothing and travelling expenses of prisoners 
liberation, 


“ 5 ° 0 


5 0 0 




■ ! 


; 


Furniture and fittings, 


. 150 0 oj 


SO 0 0 


Kitchen utensils, 


10 0 0 


10 0 0 


fort v :r prisoner. 






Fuel and light for general purposes, . 


860 0 0 


050 0 0 






1 -! 5 


Washing, including repairs of linen, 


60 0 0 


60 0 0 


Coatp'-rprlc-n-r 


0 1 10 


0 1 10 


Soap, scouring and cleaning articles, 


40 0 0 


40 0 0 




. 18 0 0 


16 0 


Funeral expenses, 


. 2 0 0 


2 0 


Rents, rates, and taxes, . . 


40 0 0 


40 0 


Various small disbursements, . 


. 00 0 0 


90 0 


Gross total cost of maintenance, 


. 8,222 0 0 


I 8,454 10 


Deduct— Earnings of Prisoners, 


. 1,100 0 0 


1 1,9-15 0 


Net total cost of maintenance, 


. 7,122 0 0 


i 0,500 10 


,v-st fir ; rls 







1,420 0 0 ! 1,007 i 
80 0 0 I 70 












of Government Prisons in Ireland. 



the Amount under each Head of Service; the Number of Prisoners, and the Cost per head ; with a Summary 
Cost per Prisoner, for the Years 1852-53, and 1853-54. 




stock of raw materials for manufactures. 

•abour executed by the convicts employed on Public Works, & 
'abour executed by tke.opnviots employed on Public Worlm, 4n 



'abour executed by the oonviots employed on Public Works, ho. 
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